VARIOUS STEELS/H HARDTOPS
AND FIBREGLASS NEW HARDTOPS
IN STOCK

ACCESSORIES

Wire Wheel - Chrome £75.00

Wire Wheel - Silver £42.50

Wire Wheel Adaptor L/H £23.50

Wire Wheel Adaptor R/H £23.50

2 Eared Spinner £11.50

Continental Spinner £11.50

Fixing Nut £0.75

Copper & Hide Hammer £9.90
Lead Hammer £4.95 . MM”
Cleaning Brush £3.90 \\
Continental Spanner £3.90

CHROME WIRE WHEEL KITS
4 Chrome Wire Wheels, 4 Splines
4 Spinners, 16 Fixing Nuts £420.00

PAINTED WIRE WHEEL KITS
4 Painted Wire Wheels, 4 Splines
4 Spinners, 16 Fixing Nuts £295.00
All prices exclude VAT & Carriage

Britim SWG car ce,,tre All prices are subject to change without prior notice
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Make it a datel!

Wth the show season just around the corner, we can give you some important
dates for 1990 TSSC events. Our International Weekend will be again held at Stafford
Show Ground on August 11th & 12th. This event last year was surely our best yet
and this year we aim to do even better. August looks like being a roller-coaster
of events as on the 5th we have the Leicester Stanford Hall bash. We suspect many
of you will make a holiday out of these two events. It also gives our foreign members
a worthwile week enjoying the two largest TSSC events.

Before any of the above, there are many events taking place and some of these
are advertised in this Courier - next month a full events calendar will be published.

TSSC Insurance information is abundant in this issue and for good reason - over
the last year " our cars’ have started to be worth keeping in relation to spending
money on them etc. Insurance premiums are something nobody likes paying but
when we hear of all the bad luck stories in the Club Office of inadequate cover,
reduced payout, loss of discount, no settlement, no betterment - TSSC Insurance
makes sence and as the values rise even more, only a fool would disregard Agreed
Value Insurance. The scheme will now insure all the top cars as long as a personal
inspection takes place making TSSC Insurance a must for all eligible Club members.

Reading other Car Club magazines, one problem on the increase in the organised
crime of stealing cars to order; although it does’ nt appear to have involved us yet,
it may. Protecting your car, be it with alarms, lockable devises etc., the only sure
way seems to be a well locked garage. The most common stolen cars are usually
cars that are left in the same place every day or evening, making them marked cars.
If possible, don’ t let this be the case - often it's not possible but worth thinking about.

’ )
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IS YOUR CAR(S) INSURED FOR AN
AGREED VALUE?

If it isn’t it certainly should be!

Nearly all Club Cars are worth quite a bit these days and
some are becoming down right valuable. What's more,
it's becoming increasingly appropriate to insure classic
or specialist cars with specialist Insurers who unders-
tand the market. With a comprehensive Ageed value
scheme like the one offered by the TSSC, you can be
confident that your pride and joy is properly covered.

Whether it’'s stolen, written off of burns out, you get the value that
is agreed with the TSSC at the outset, without hassle.

Winter nights are a good time to consider whether you've got
adequate cover for your car(s), so to help you we're enclosing with
this Courier the following revised/updated leaflets.

- M17 + SCHEME LEAFLET

. This is our exclusive Agreed Value scheme for all
members aged 17-24

You will have seen from last month’s Courier that
the Underwriters have agreed to hold the premiums
on this scheme at current levels, so get some now
while rates are so competitive.

M25 + SCHEME LEAFLET
This is our exclusive Agreed Value scheme for all
members aged 25-70

'

NOTE: Both leaflets include a proposal form which you
send completed to Footman James the brokers at the
address stated.

- VALUATION FORM

. To get your car(s) Agreed Valued, all you have to
do is complete this Valuation form and send it to us
at 6 Chuzzlewit Drive, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1
4XQ. Send at least one good colour photograph, plus
a cheque for £10 payable to the TSSC.

NOTE: A separate form is available for
REVALUATIONS which will be automatically sent to
you each year by Footman James before your
insurance expires. You can of course revalue your car
at any time by simply requesting a form from eithei
us on 0245 443 152 or from the Club Office on 0858
34424.

The cost of Valuations (£10) and Revaluations (£5) have been held
again at their current rates but please note these will need to be
increased at the next reprint of the forms.

We also produce a very informative and helpful INSURANCE GUIDE
which is updated each vyear. It explains in question and answer
format all about Classic Car Insurance and in particular the Club's
M17 + and M25 + schemes.

You can obtain your free copy by calling the Club Office.

CASH SAVINGS

Joining the TSSC schemes is not only about getting top class
Agreed Value cover, it can also be about making sizeable savings.
We often hear of members who have saved literally £100 or more
by picking the right cover under the M17 + or M25 + schemes.
EXAMPLES:

@ LIMITED USE:

You may find that Agreed Value Limited Mileage cover (1500 up
to 6000 miles) is all you need. This will save you pounds against
an unlimited mileage policy.

(i) SECOND CAR:

Alternatively it might be that your Club Car(s) is used as a second
car; (lots of them are these days). The "Net Premium” aspect of
the Club's scheme means that you don’'t have to work up a
separate "No Claims Discount” on the second car, which you have
to with conventional insurance. In other words with the TSSC
scheme you get the full 60% NCD from the start ....a tremendous
saving. What's more, in most cases the premium remains "net”
even after a claim.

Well there you have it. Some 3000 members are aiready happily
insured under the TSSC schemes, but this equally means around
10000 of you aren't!

By taking out insurance through the Club, not only do you do
yourself and your car a favour but the Club also, as we receive
introductory commission which supports Club funds. A WIN WIN
SITUATION.

You've nothing to lose so why not apply for a quotation today
and see what savings you can make.

IF YOU TREASURE
YOUR CLUB CAR IT
MAKES SENSE TO
INSURE THE TSSC
WAY.

"SED
62

JOIN US TODAY.

THE TSSC ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING

Sunday 4th March 1990

at the Lyndhurst Park
Hotel, Lyndhurst,

Hampshire (2.30pm)

This month you will also find in the
Courier the Club's Balance Sheet
and Profit and Loss Account for
the year 1988/1989.

A lot of effort goes into managing
the finances on a monthly even
daily, basis and the excellent
results are shown in these figures.
Those of you who attended last
year's AGM may remember that
| spoke then about the most
exciting issue facing us all since the
Club started in 1977. Namely the
short term goal
construct our very own premises.

to buy or

This has created tremendous
enthusiasm and a unified sense of
purpose amongst all Standard
Triumph enthusiasts.

Financially this means starting to
build up surpluses which we did in
1988 and have now managed to do
again in 1989 showing a Net Profit
of £74000. What we need now is
to do even better in 1989/1990 to
make a goal a reality. That means
help and involvement from
everyone which can be done in
very many ways. For example,
recruiting new members, support-
ing events, using the TSSC Agreed
Value Insurance, buying from TSSC
Special Offers and so on.

The 90's look exciting for
the TSSC and our cars.
With a strong Club and an
active membership we can
all look forward to a
DECADE OF TRIUMPH.

The COURIER [T




EWS

If you have any news of which
may help and inform members
or snippets of information send
them in marked news review.

Car Values February 1990

Triumph Herald
Triumph Herald
Triumph Herald
Triumph Herald “S”
Triumph Herald 1200
Triumph Herald 1200
Triumph Herald 1200
Triumph Courier Van
Triumph Herald 1200
Triumph Herald 12/50

Body
sal
fhc

dhc
sal
sal
fhc
dhc
van
est
sal

ReViEW

COLLECTORS CAR LIST

For the serious buyer or seller -

no other publication can

compete. Collectors Car List is the fastest, most extensive,

most up-to-date ad easiest to use publication of its kind

available - aimed exclusively at those actively buying or selling

cars now!

Looking for a Collector's Car?

Collectors Car List is the most comprehensive list of
collectors cars currently for sale. (Over 1,000 desirable
collector's cars per issue).

Collectors Car List is the most up-to-date source of
information on Classic and Vintage cars available.
(Published twice each month and updated the day before
publication!)

The quickest and easiest to use source of information you

can get - cars listed in make and year order.

Selling a Collector’s Car?

Advertise your car or cars completely free! All suitabie
cars listed entirely free of charge - there is no catch!

List read by enthusiasts, collectors, trade and others
wanting to buy Classic and Vintage cars.

Fast turnaround - your car can be advertised to all readers
of Collectors Car List within two days!

RIMMER BROTHERS PRICE LIST

Would any members who did not receive the
Rimmer Brothers Price list with their Catalogue
last month please contact the Club Office (0858)
34424 and we will send you one.

EF The COURIER

POST CODES

Will all members please check that their
post code is on the address label which
holds the Courier magazine and that it
is correct. Members who have no post
code cost the club about a £1.00 a year
in extra postal charges and also have
their magazine delayed by about 4 days.
If any information is missing please
contact the club office. After July 1990
members without post codes will have
a £1.00
membership - please help as this will also
help you.

surchange placed on

THE START OF THE
SHOW SEASON

There is an early kit car show coming
up, some might say too early
considering that many kit cars are only
on the road in the summer. The show
the LONDON KIT AND SPORTS CAR
SHOW at Picketts Lock Centre
Edmonton North London on Saturday
and Sunday 10th and 11th February.
Re Courier Front Covers when wili
editorial get it right when showing
Specials last months car was a
J.C.Midge not a Burlington - socon | will
profiling the Midge

- Watch this space.

Trevor Collett - Specials Register.

Triumph Herald 13/60 sal
Triumph Herald 13760  dhc
Triumph Herald 13/60 est

Triumph Spitfire 4 sp
Triumph Spitfire 1l sp
Triumph Spitfire Nl sp
Triumph Spitfire 1V sp

Triumph Spitfire 1500 e
Triumph Spitfire 1500 sp

Triumph GT6 MKkI fhc
Triumph GT6 MKII fhc
Triumph GT6 Mkl fhe

Triumph Vitesse 1600 sal
Triumph Vitesse 1600 con
Triumph Vitesse 2L Mkl sal
Triumph Vitesse 2L Mkl con
Triumph Vitesse 2L MkIl  sal
Triumph Vitesse 2L Mkll con
Bond GT 249

Bond GT4S

Bond GT4S 1300

Bond Equipe 2L sal
Bond Equipe 2L conv
Amphicar

Prod
1959-61
1959-61
1960-61
1961-64
1961-70
1961-64
1961-67
1961-64
1961-67
1963-67
1967-71
1967-71
1967-71
1969-64
1965-67
1967-70
1970-74
1975-78
1979-81
1966-68
1968-70
1970-73
1969-66
1962-66
1966-68
1966-68
1968-71
1968-71
1963-64
1964-67
1967-70
1967-70
1968-70
1960-63

CC/Cyls

94874

94874

948/4

94874

1147/4
1147/4
114774
114774
114774
1147/4
1996/4
1996/4
1296/4
114774
114774
1996/4
1296/4
1493/4
1493/4
1998/6
1998/6
199876
1596/6
1596/6
1998/6
1998/6
1998/6
1998/6
1147/4
1147/4
1996/4
1998/6
1998/6
1147/4

Concours

1600
2400
3000
1600
2920
2800
3400
2600
2600
2600
2600
4000
3000
4000
4500
5000
4000
5000
6000
4400
5600
7000
4600
5000
4600
5000
5000
6600
3000
3000
3200
3200
3600
8000

Cond. 1 Cond. 2
800 600
1200 900
1500 1100
800 600
1100 800
1400 1000
2000 1200
1300 900
1300 900
1400 %00
1500 1000
2500 1400
1500 900
2000 1400
2300 1450
2500 1500
2500 1300
3000 1600
3800 2200
2500 1700
3500 2000
4000 2400
2200 1200
2500 1400
2200 1100
2400 1300
2500 1400
3400 1800
1500 700
1500 750
1600 800
1600 850
1800 900
4000 2000

Cond.3
250
400
460
250
300
400
500
350
350
400
400
500
400
500
500
500
450
550
800
600
700
900
500
600
400
600
600
800
350
350
400
400
450

1000

to insure your car.

Remember we offer the fest Schemes

The COURIER

Enclosed With this Courier are a full set of TSSC
Proposal forms and Valuation Certificate - Please

keep these forms in a safe place for when you need




1988
268270
126733

141537

37011

4110
224
1600
4472
26911
35838
6952

117118

24419
5415

29834

1180

28654

30735

59389

59389

1988
13,412

13,370
20,989
72,855

107,214

17,507
37,752

55,259

51,955

65,367

Y The COURIER

TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB LIMITED
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED

31ST AUGUST 1989

Turnover
Less Cost of Sales

Distribution Costs
Administrative Expenses:
Wages

Social Security Contributions
Audit Fee

Depreciation

Managerial Services

Others

Competition and Events

Interest Receivable

Profit for the year before Taxation
Taxation

Profit for the year after Taxation
Balance brought ferward

Transfer to Building Reserve
Balance carried forward

Balance Sheet as at 31 August 1989

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible Assets
CURRENT ASSETS
Stock

Debtors

Cash and Bank

1989

21,517
24,141
123,034
168,692
LIABILITIES

Creditors
Accruals/Deferred Income

11,773
31,647

43,420

Net Current Assets
Total Assets less current
Liabilities

CAPITIAL & RESERVES
General Reserve
Building Reserve
Profit and Loss Account

£
338021

136455

201566

134932

66634

10120

76754

2453

74301

59389

133690

100000
33690

125,272

139,668

5,978
100,000
33,690

139,668

PROFIT AND LOSS ACOUNTS - Year Ended 31.8.1989

NET PROFIT 1989

NET PROFIT 1988

Rernaining Costs*

Stationery

Magazine

Remaining Costs*

Sec Asst

Stationery

Magazine

300,000 1.

200,000 |

100,000 |

Rates/Heating/Lighting/Telephone
Motor/Travel Expenses, Insurance

Remaining Costs* includes:-
Bank Charges, Audit Fee,

MONEY TO

MONEY FROM
Regalia, Special Offers, Interest.

Advertising, RAC, Insurance,

Other”* includes:-

The COURIER K
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Sunday 4th March commencing at 2.30pm.
VENUE: Lyndhurst Park Hotel, Lyndhurst, Hampshire

PROPOSED AGENDA
. President’s Introduction

. Financial Report and Presentation of Accounts
. Re-election of Auditors - Haywood and Company
. Re-election of Members of the Council of Management

A. In accordance with the Articles of Association, the following will
retire and are eligible for re-election

J M Griffiths
T Squibbs
D Benson

R Drew

M Costigan

B. The following has resigned and is eligible for re-election
M Crewes

C. The following was seconded onto the Council of Management,
subsequent to the last AGM and is required to be re-elected

W Sunderland

- Election of other Club Officers and the ratification of Area Organisers
. Report on Club activities since the last AGM
. Report on Membership since the last AGM

. Any Other Business - Any member wishing to add an item under this

section of the Agenda must do so at least 14 days before the AGM by
submitting such items to the General Secretary in writing and signed by
two other Club members (please include your membership numbers). ALL
correspondence regarding this matter MUST be received by Saturday:
17th February, 1990

ALL NOMINATION FORMS & AOB SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO THE
GENERAL SECRETARY

Peter Williams, 10 Chesham Rise, Cherry Lodge, Northampton, NN3 4PX

TO ARRIVE BY SATURDAY 17TH FEBRUARY, 1990. FORMS RECEIVED AFTER

THIS DATE WILL BE TREATED AS NULL AND VOID.

EEEER R L L L L L L L L L LR L L L L EEEEE L E L L EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEELEEERELERErE Tt A1)

HOW TO GET THERE

Exits 1 and 3 off the M27
lead to the A35. The town
of Lyndhurst is on the

A35, 10 miles ‘'west of

Southampton and 17 miles
east of Bournemouth. The
Lyndhurst Park Hotel is on
the eastern approach road.

Y%, Beaulieu

Individuals wishing to be elected to the Council of Management should
submit a more detailed Proposal Form, containing more information about
themselves and their aspirations for the Club in general, to be read out at the
AGM.

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES SHOULD ATTACH
THEIR PROPOSAL WITH NOMINATION FORM

IMPORTANT: YOU MUST BRING YOUR CURRENT MEMBERSHIP CARD WITH
YOU IN ORDER TO BE ADMITTED TO THE A.G.M.

APPOINTMENT OF CLUB OFFICERS NOMINATION FORM
(Council of Management Members)

I (block letters)

Membership NUMDEr .. e

WISH TO NOMINATE
(block letters)

FOR THE POST OF e e, (block letters please)
SIGNMEA ot
[ (DIOCK IEEEEIS) .oiiiiiiiiiii e et ee e

ACCEPT THE ABOVE NOMINATION AND AGREE TO STAND FOR THE NAMED
POST

THIS FORM MUST BE SENT TO THE GENERAL SECRETARY, TO ARRIVE BY THE FIRST POST

ON SATURDAY, 17th FEBRUARY, 1990: PETER WILLIAMS, GENERAL SECRETARY TSSC,
10 CHESHAM RISE, CHERRY LODGE, NORTHAMPTON NN3 4XP

FORMS RECEIVED AFTER THS DATE WILL BE TREATED AS NULL AND VOD

ii\53333\3333333333333\3333333 2332333333333 3333 33333333333 331 3 L 3 A A R I I IR T AR AIRIIIRINIII I NIINININN I
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'CAMBRIDGE TRIUMPH SPARES |

Next to SHORTS COTTAGES 16FT. BANK MOUNT PLEASENT FARM CHATTERIS CAMBS PE16 6XN
FEBRUARY SPECIAL OFFERS TO TSSC MEMBERS
CHROME & FITTINGS — HER/VITESSE HEATER HOSE SETS —
Bonnet Catch All Models ............. £18.00 Spitfire ...ccvvvveviee i, £12.50
Boot "T"” Handle Complete ........... £9.95 GT6 .vvvvviiieiiiieeeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeee £14.00
Boot "T” Handle Barrel ................. £3.95 Herald ....cccoevvvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee £12.50
Outside Door Handle Barrel .......... £3.95 ViteSSE ..ovvvvvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee £12.90
Window Winder Handle ................. £3.50
Inside Opening Handle .................. £3.50
Bonnet Locks (PAIR) .............c....... £9.50 TRIM & RUBBER SEALS —
Wiper Blades Stainless .................. £5.00 Herald/Vitesse
Wiper Arms Chrome/Stainless ....... £4.95 Window Channel ............cccccoooeuune. £7.50
Her/Vit Original Mirrors ................ £13.90 windscreen Seals ............c.c........ £16.00
Petrol Cap Chrome ........................ £3.95 Draught Exciuder from .................. £9.50
BOOt H|nges (PalfS) ...................... £15.00 Doorglass Weatherseal .................. £7.50
CHROME & FITTINGS — Siderail Seal Convertibles .............. £3.50
igi 11Y) JEUT .00
Spit 1V/1500 GT6 Il gogs (g't'g'gi' gr‘:g:'té)uam £75
Boot/Tailgate Locks ............c........ £14.0p ‘“AIRS. =Els SUp y
. Tuffted & Fully Bound .............. £75.00
"Le-Mans” locking Petrol Cap Pedal Rubbers £1.50
Spitfire only ..oovvvevvereen, £12.50 Be a i ;t st AL o 50
Original Door Mirrors Blk or Chrome £9.50 ONNEt S0P LONES -.vovvevvservrrees ’
Inside Door Handle ...................... £14.90 <pITFIRE/GT6 TRIM & SEALS —
Inside Handle Repair Kit ................ £6.90 S &
Outside Handle Repair Kit ............. £2.95 Door Draught Excluder Spitfire ...... £9.75
Stainless Wiper Blades .................. £3.95 Door Draught Excluder GT6 ........ £14.00
Wiper Wheel Boxes INC nut .......... £8.00 DoorGlass Weatherstrip ................. £7.50
Window Winder Handle ................. £3.90 Doorglass Furry Strip .............cce. £3.50
Matched Pair Doorlocks ................. £9.50 2-Piece Insert for Screen Seal
Bonnet Locks (PAIR) ......c.ccc........ £9.50 & 2 Clips (MKIV & GT6) ............... £34.00
Chrome Wheelnuts (each) ............. £1.50 \(/;V_'r%dﬁ_‘?f_fent Sga|3| ------------------------ gggg
ailgate Seals ...................... .
ENGINE & COOLING — Bright Insert for above ................... £6.50
4 Cylinder Core Plug set ................. 8.50 Cover Clip ...ccooevviiiiiiiiiiiieee s .90
6 Cylinder Core Plug set ............... £9.50 Carpet Sets (superior Quality) ...... £65.00
Water Pump Her/Spit .................. £18.50 Hoods (Original Quality) ............... £65.00
Cooling Fan Her/Spit ............cc....... £7.50 Pedal Rubbers ..........ccccccvvvniinnnnn. £1.50
This is only a small sample of our complete range of Spare Parts for
Club Cars we try to stock everything currently available for your Car
FREE 22 PAGE CATALOGUE **** VISA/ACCESS ****
poll TELEPHONE ORDERS/FAST MAIL ORDER J_
. N SERVICE/OVERNIGHT DELIVERY __VISA
» WORLD WIDE — MAIL ORDER — WORLD WIDE %

STEEL PANELS —

Herald/Vitesse

Front Wing 13/60 ......civesessviiessassns £55.00
Front Wheelarch Repair ............... £15.00
Front Footwell/Floor Ribbed ......... £23.00
Front Wing Corner ...............cc........ £9.50
"D" Plate .....ccccceiiiiieiiiiiieeeiiien, £7.95
Rear Lower Wing .............ccoee..s £55.00
Front Lower Valance (F/Glass) ..... £19.00
Original Doorskin ...........ccc.......... £19.00
Rear Wing Arch Repair ................ £15.00
Original Rear Valance (Vit) .......... £32.00
Original Rear Valance (Her) ......... £38.00
Rear V4 Valance ...........cccccoco.... £16.00

ALL OUTRIGGERS IN STOCK
STEEL PANELS —
Spit IV/1500 GT6 Il

Front Wings ........cc..cooveeviiiiii, £29.50
Rear Wings ...........ccocoevvieveeen, £80.00
Boot Floor .......cccovviviiiiiiiiic, £36.50
Outer Sill (Criginal B.L.) .............. £21.00
Outer Sill (Pattern) ....................... £11.95
Full Floorpan ...........cc..ccocveviein. £27.00
Front Footwell Only ....................... £9.90

ALL QTHER PANELS STOCKED
B

STEERING AND SUSPENSION PARTS

Steering Rack (Exchange) ............ £29.00
B = (o] @l 5170 Jl =15 To [-(H———————— £4.95
Lower Steering Joint ..................... £10.50
Vertical Link (State Model) ............ £32.00

Front Wheel Bearing Kit ................ £6.95
Oil Seal and Retainer .................... £1.50
STANPART Trunnion Block/Bushes £12.00
Front Shocker (Shop Soiled) ........ £11.50
Rear Shock Absorber (Shop Soiled) £10.00
Top Ball Joint ..o, £7.90

Spax Adjustable Shocks Front ..... £27.50
Spax Adjustable Shocks Rear ..... £27.50

Rear Shocker Mounting GT6 ....... £12.50
Complete Bush/Spacer Kit ........... £19.50
Rear Spring Eye Bush ................... £4.95
NON ROTOFLEX REAR SUSPENSION —
DriVESHATS seuumom ssssvsnmsnsissss imonranen £45.00
Wheel Bearing Kits (all seals inc) .. £9.50
Rear Trunnion Kit .......................... £2.50
Universal Joints ................cocceenn. £5.00
Wheelstuds ...........cccceevviiiiiiiiiine, .90
Rear Spring Eye Bush ................... £4.95
CLUTCHES —

(Telco, Borg & Beck or LUX 3-Piece)

Herald/Spitfire (Telco) ..
Herald/Spit IV (B&B) ./ %4
Spit 1500 (B&B) .......
Vitesse/GT6 (LUX) ...,
Vitesse/GT6 (B&B) ...\

ALL PRICES PLEASE

ADD POSTAGE AND VAT AT 15%

FAX (03543) 5256

Our telephone number is

TEL: (0354) 34140/34144
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Introduction

[t can be said at the outset that you are taking
a risk - but if the purchase is carefully planned
and each step is prudently taken, the risk can
be minimised, The following points are intend-
ed to help you to plan your purchase so that
you will, at the end of the day, be a satisfied
buyer,

Paying

Be quite clear what the car, licencing it, any
warranty or other extras are going to cost
you in total, If you are offering a ‘trade-in’
be clear in your own mind what it is worth,
If you have no car to part exchange ask - and
expect to receive - an acceptable allowance
for cash,

1f you want to make a deposit to reserve a
car until you have made up your mind about
it, make sure that you have it in writing that
the money is returnable if you decide not to
buy, Unless you make this clear at the outset
you will not be entitled to your money back.

What to
look for
yourself

Where to buy

If buying from a dealer you have the right to
expect that the vehicle is of merchantable
quality and fit for its purpose as defined by
the Sale of Goods Act 1979, if you buy from
a private individual, it may be cheaper, but
you have less protection in law, False or mis-
teading descriptions in private deais are not
covered by the Trade Descriptions Act 1968 -
the only redress open to you is to bring a
civil action, -i.e. to sue a private seller for
any misrepresentation under the Misrepresent-
ation Act 1967, If you go to a reputable
dealer, in addition to your basic legal rights,
you wifl often have support from a trade ass-
ociation in the event of a dispute.

Remember though that whether you buy pri-
vately or from a dealer - the car must be road-
worthy under the Road Traffic Act 1972,

How to buy

I possible, have the car thoroughly vetted by
an expert engineer, The service offered by the
R.A.C. and A A, is a good example of what is
needed. Their engineers will check moving
parts, the electrical accessories and give the car
a road test designed to show up any weakness-
es. They will examine the bodywork, chassis
and the suspension for rust, corrosion and
signs of “filling”. They will look for evidence
of respraying and for accident repairs, and will
assess the general condition of the car against
the recorded mileage. A careful examination is
vital if the price of a car is low - and, of course,
you cannot expect a Rolls Royce for the price
of a Mini,

& Tnanamission

in motion, the car should travel smoothiy, with
no clanking noises, no whines, and with 3

¥ fecling that the ciutch really does connect the

engine with the wheels without hesitation or a
slipping feeling, The gear lever shouid not jump
out, nor should @t be difficult to engage. And
neediess 0 say, it shauid be possible to change
gear sitently,

Bnakea +/

The foot brake pedal should not travel too far
Before taking effect, nor should it feel sponay.

4 The brakes should not grind of squeak, and
| when applied should stop the car without it

vearing to one side, The hand brake should be

S
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Steening V4
When travelling at about 30 m.p.h. on a straight
raad, relax your hotd on the wheel. The car
should proceed without fluttering, wobbling or

“steer Off". When cornering at moderate speed,
there should be no squeat from the front tyres,

Road Teat /

Do not be afraid to ask to drive yourself, Try
to include a steep hill, a rough road and a dere-
stricted area where you can exceed 30 m.ph,
Take corners and accelerate and decelerate,
Use the brakes with detarmination,

Electnica

Test the fights, indicators, windscreen wipers,
washers, and all accessories, Leave al the lights
on for a few minutes and then try the starter
motor, Don't forget to check the battery as

T TS T G B, W

Documentation

Look at the log book before you agree to buy,
but remember that the name in the log book is
the car’s registered keeper - not necessarily the
same as the legal owner.

Make sure you have currant road tax, M.O.T.
certificate and at least minimum insurance
cover - you are committing an offence if you
drive without any one of these, With regard to
insurance - shop around the various companies
for the best deal, and bear in mind that whilst
a fully comprehensive policy may be more
expensive, it is also the safest - particularly if
you find yourself the innocent party to an
accident and the other driver was not covered.
He may be prosecuted, but it won't help pay
your repair bil

1 the car is more than tiree years ofd 1t must
have an M O.T. certificate, but all this tells you
s that the brakes, lights and steering were func.
tioning and the tyres were safe when the test
was made, Even if the cortificate « issued on
the day you buy the car, you can be sure of

nothing except that the car is safe to drive

providing that the test has been property done.
Remember that no M.0.T, test wil revesl ex-
tensive rust or trouble unless this
makes it # danger on the rod.

Guarantee

Bargain for the best guarantee you can get and
if possible get 1t m writing. Do not accept a
verbal re-assurance, Look at any small print
and be quite certain what you are covered for.
Remember though that a guarantee is an added
extra and cannot take away any of your basic
legal rights under the Sale of Goods Act - your
car must still be of “merchantable quality " and
“fit for the puspose” at the time of sale.
Any statement which appears to take this right
away is invalid and can safely be ignored,

Js possible for a layman ta tell if a car is

worth considering, and the following are some

of the areas 1o examing

Espeially in the body, Engines, gearboxes and
many parts can be replaced, but once rust has
taken oot extenswely in the body, most
modern cars are dead. Areas most fikely to be
atfected are

Rear suspension mountings; rear sub-frame;
side box member; flaor pan {under the carpet};
front wings; rear wings; around head lights:
body sifis; door bottems; around grili; around
anything connected 1o the body - trim, bump:

NN
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O teaks of any proportions can be sinister,
fook under the engine, gearbox and differential,
Look for signs of leakage in the radiator and in
the water hoses - using a cloth, take off the
radiator cap gently : if there is an ail stick or

A rising bubbles you can expect troubie - at best

a blown gasket, at worst a cracked block or
cylinder head,

S R

Let the engne tick over for a few minutes then

rev it up. A worn engine will really beleh smoke.

Q
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Blue smoke from the exhaust is the danger
signal for costly repairs, but black smoke may
mesn something more simple which can be
easity remedied, Examine the engine compart
ment for evidence of accident repair, new paint
or metal, signs of welding, new suspension,
buckling or poor alignment, It should be gener

TR

ers, mirrors ete,; boot lid,

=
N

5 ally clean under the bonnet and not too oily

Look at the dipstick. Dirty oil is no problem,

BEFY The COURIER

Tynea /

Check them. for uneven wear, look for splits or
cuts, and for repair plugs, Do ot forget the
spare, Check that the depth of tread is at least
the fegal minimum {1 mm} and make sure al
the tyres are the same type (ie. all radial or
all crossply).

Suspension «/

Bounce the car on all four comers. It should
quickly settle into equitibrium. 1t should not

continue ta bounce up and down when reteased,

Look at the car from a distance. It should not
look fopsided, or appear to sag

but water draps or grey foam could mean great
problems, The engine should run evenly and
give reasonable power when moving off, Be sus-
picious of any unusual noises, knocks, ratties

or hissing sounds - these all mean something.

Unless you know engines do not accept a pro-
mise “10 make a few adjustments” or “see to
the timing”. As a layman you want the engine
to sound healthy from the very beginning,

easy 10 operate, and hold the car safely on a
steep hilt the terminals

Hire purchase

Under hire purchase the car remains the pro-
perty of the seller {usually the Finance Comp-
any) until all payments have been made, You
cannot re-sell without permission, If you fail
to keep up the payments the owner has the
right to take the car back, although if you have
paid more than one third of the total price he
will need to obtain a Court order to do so. If
you wish to give up the car and end the agree-
ment yourself, you can do so but the dealer can
usually insist that payments be brought up to at
least half the amount due to him under the
agreement. If you want to end the agreement
after this halfway mark then you must pay
everything due up to the date of cancellation -
and, of course, surrender the car,

When buying - always ask the dealer to check
that there is no outstanding H P, agreement on
the car. If you are buying from a private seller
you can ask the R.A.C. or A.A. to check this
for you. Although someone else’s outstanding
debt does not affect your legal title to the car
{provided that you bought in good faith), it

it may need reptacmg - laok lor corrosion an

could make things difficuit when you want to
re-sell; the dealer you want 1o sell to will check,
and if he finds the debt he may refuse to have
anything to do with the car,

If things go wrong

Unfortunately, even though you may have
exercised extreme caution you may still find
that you have problems - so what can you do?

Firstly, approach the seller, If you bought from
a dealer with or without a guarantee, you are
protected under the Sale of Goods Act, so if
the exhaust falls off on your way home from
the garage you can expect him to compensate
you, However, as time goes by it will become
difficult to prove that any faults which may
emerge were actually present at the time of
purchase. This is where a good comprehensive
guarantee can prove invaluable, If you bought
under guarantee and the dealer declines to put
the fault right, write to him describing the fault
and asking him again to repair it. If the dealer
is @ member of the Motor Agents Association,
you can also write to them at 201 Great Port-

land Street, London W1, The M.A A, will do
their best to settle any dispute, and if all else
fails they will refer it to independent arbitra-
tion,

If you purchased the vehicle under a Hire
Purchase agreement you have equal rights
against both the Dealer and the Finance Com-
pany. This is one of the important new pro-
visions of the Consumer Credit Act 1974, So if
you find the garage is unhelpful contact the
Finance Company.

And if you still require further advice or help
contact your nearest Consumer Protection
Office or Advice Centre,

If you have any queries
regarding Road Traffic Law,
‘ write to Mike Crewes, 112
Blackmoor Wood, North
Ascot, Berkshire SL5 8EN,
remember help is only 28
pence away.

The cOURIER EER



= JOHN -=

/
I P P
»KTRIUMPH SPIA,%?sG <<

HERALD VITESSE SPITFIRE GT6

SHOP HOURS — MON to FRI 9.30 - 5.30 SAT 9.00 - 1.00
TELEFAX 0203 637238
For a range of high quality
reconditioned gearboxes

For example
(All prices are for exchange items)

Spitfire TV Non O/D ... £120.00
Spitfire IV O/D (D OF J) oo £120.00
Spitfire 1500 Non O/D ... ... ..o .. £120.00
Spitfire 1500 O/D ... £120.00

Vitesse 2ltr/GT6 Non O/D with new mainshaft .... £130.00
Vitesse 21tr/GTO6 (D type O/D) with new mainshaft £140.00

Reconditioning done on premises allowing
superior quality control

Also a wide range of Overdrive Conversion Kits for our cars
- D type or J type

* Prices include VAT post extra J

13 TRIUMPH WORLDWIDE
Nuk /W Wi/ W9/ MAIL ORDER SERVICE

’ Illustrated Catalogue £2 - Overseas Free ‘

124 ALDERMANS GREEN ROAD COVENTRY CV2 1PP

TELEPHONE 0203 683926

EXr-¥ The COURIER

v

Bitte fordern Sie unsere Kostenlose
Preisliste fur Inren Wagen an.
Please phone us for FREE PRICE LIST

for all cars. World wide mail order service.

4 BASTUCK

& Co. GmbH

Fahrzeugteile

Saarwellinger StraBe 31
6610 Lebach-Hoxberg West Germany

Tel. 06881/52455, Telefax 06881/51774

EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE INSURANCE

FOR MEMBERS OVER 25

Affordable
Agreed Value Car Insurance

For 17 - 24 Year olds

_—_i;ﬁi’;ﬁa Club

EXCLUSIVE AGREED VALUE CAR INSURANCE

For Insurance advice Telephone Footman James & Co 021 - 561 - 4196
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IT"S HERE AGAIN !
1E 1.5.5.C.

S AKNOCKOUT 1990

MAY 19th/20th
Rushmoor Arena Aldershot Hants
Will Wacky Worcester West

win again ?

E’rr yr team now!
(first come first served)

For further details contact
John Thomason 154 Coleford Bridge Road
Mytchett Camberly Surrey
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2. Absorb shocks between bearings and other
engine parts. As combustion takes place, the
rapid increase in pressure in the combustion
chamber causes the piston to trust down
through the gudgeon pin, con rod and main
bearings. The oil between the bearings and
Journals must cushion this sudden increase in
loading, in so doing quieting the engine and
reducing wear.

3. Form a seal between piston rings and cylinder
walls. Engine oil delivered to the cylinder walls
forms a film of oil sealing the minute leakage
paths and surface irregularities between the
piston rings and cylinder walls.

4. As the oil circulates around the engine, it
washes off particles of carbon and other
foreign matter and carries it back to the sump.
Large particles fall to the bottom of the sump,
smaller particles are caught in the oil filter.

In order to meet all these
demanding requirements, oil
companies spend thousands of

pounds developing their oils.

The refined oil consists of a blend of various
additives which perform each of the above
functions in a precise manner. Typical ingredients
include:-

1. Viscosity Index Improvers Viscosity is one of
the most important properties of an engine oil,
enabling it to separate bearfng surfaces under
relative motion. High oil viscosity is required for
good oil pressure, although if too high, power
losses will occur as a result of viscous friction
losses, and cold starting would be difficult.

As with most liguids, an increase in the
temperature of the oil causes an appreciable
decrease in viscosity. ldeally we would like the
viscosity to remain constant at an optimum
value over the wide temperature range that
an engine must operate; not too thick when
cold, easing cold starting. Oil companies
attempt to achieve this ideal by adding
Viscosity Index (V) Improvers.

A Viscosity Index improver isn’'t designed to
produce an overall increase in oil viscosity, but
is aimed at reducing the variation in the oil's
viscosity with temperature, ie. reduce oil
viscosity when cold but increase viscoéity
when hot.

ELYE The COURIER

2. Carbon Forrmation Resistors Engine oil must be
able to withstand cylinder and crankcase
temperatures in excess of 120°C without
breaking down. If the oil breaks down, carbon
forms making the oil black and gritty. Good
resistance to carbon formation is achieved by
regulating the refining process with various
chemicals.

3. Oxidation Inhibitors When oil is heated and
churned as in the crankcase, oxygen in the air
tends to oxidise the oil. Additives prevent the
formation of these oil oxides which can be
acidic. The oxides attack metal parts and create
a varnish/gum like coating which can cause
sticking valves and piston rings.

4. Detergent Dispersants A detergent is added to
the oil to loosen particles of carbon, gum and
dirt from various parts of the engine, and carry
them away to the sump. To prevent the
detached particles clotting together and
forming a sludge a dispersant is added to keep
the particles suspended within the oil, ready for
removal by the oil filtter.

5. Extreme Pressure (EFP) Agents In various parts
of the engine, such as the crank journals and
valve gear, the oil is subjected to very high
loading. To provide additional protection to
these areas, extreme pressure (EP) agents are
added to the oil. These agents react with the
metal surfaces to form a very strong molecular
film.

Other oil additives include Corrosion, Rust and
Foam inhibitors, Pour Point depressants and
anti-friction modifiers. Each oil company has its
own recipe for these additives, and | am sure
they add a few of their own!

Qil Classification

In the
Automotive Engineers (SAE),

1920s the American Society of
produced a
classification system defining the viscosity of
engine oils. There are 4 grades, SAE 20, SAE 30,
SAE 40 and SAE 50, the lower the rating the lower
the viscosity (thinner) the oil. Oils formulated
specifically for winter use are designed SAE 5W,
SAE 10W and SAE 20W, the ‘W' indicating winter
grades. All these oils are known as single grade oils.

The development of Viscosity Index Improvers
in the 1950s resulted in the introduction of
Multigrade engine oils. A typical multigrade is an
SAE 10W-40 oil. Such an oil has the characteristics
of a SAE 10W oil when cold but those of a SAE
40 oil when hot, i.e. as the oil gets hot the oil does
not become as thin as a SAE 10W oil would but

retains a viscosity equivalent to a SAE 400il - best
of both worlds! Fig. 1 shows the temperature
ranges over which the various oils should operate.

Fig.1. The temperature ranges over

which oils operate

Which oil to use is very much a personal choice.
Whether or not [ am the victim of very good
advertising | am not really sure but | use Castrol
GTX, an SAE 20W - 50 oll, and have neve’r had any
problems. Synthetic oils have recently become
more readily available. Synthetic oils withstand
higher temperatures than mineral oils, and maintain
their viscosity at higher temperatures. They are
inherently better detergents and dispersants and
have increased ability to neutralise the acids that
are formed in the crankcase. Unfortunately these
oils are quite expensive.

Additives

Over the years a large number of additives have
appeared on the market making some remarkable
claims. There are 2 types of additives, those added
to improve the oil (0il additives) and those that are
carried around the engine by the oil but work on
the bearing surfaces of the engine (engine
additives).

Two of the best known ¢il additives are STP and
WYNN'S. Both are basically viscosity Index
Improvers with additional anti-wear and oxidant
agents. A good quality oil will already contain these
additives. The oil companies spend thousands of
pounds formulating and testing their oils to achieve
the optimum recipe for their additives. Adding
further additives may well upset the balance of
the existing additives. However, such additives
may prove advantageous when added to a cheap
engine oil (better to spend the money on a good
oil in the first place) or to a ‘tired’ engine which may
benefit from an excess of these additivies.

A well known engine additive is MOLYSLIP
which is claimed to plate the bearing surfaces of
the engine with a mixture of Molybdium Disulphide
and Graphite. It is interesting to note that none of
the big oil companies use Molybdium in multigrade
oils {they do in greases) mainly because it does not
appear to lke extremes of heat or high shaft
speeds.

Another well known engine additive is SLICK 50.
This contains a PTFE resin which deposits a
microscopically thin layer onto the engine's
working surfaces. Because PTFE is slippery stuff
(low coefficient of friction), SLICK 50 claims that
the layer of PTFE reduces engine friction, thereby
improving fuel consumption and power. An
independent test upon SLICK 50 showed that
under conditions of low engine loading a small
improvement in fuel consumption was achieved.
However, under conditions of full load, evidence
has shown that the PTFE film provides a barrier
to the EP agents in multigrade oils reaching the
bearing surfaces, thereby actually increasing
friction.

Oil Servicing!

The owners handbook states that the engine oll
should be changed every 6,000 miles, or every
3,000 miles if the car is frequently used for high
speed motoring. Personally | change the engine oil
every 3,000 miles regardless.

Eor low mileage cars, | would recommend
changing the oil yearly, regardless of mileage, thus
préventing the build up acids and condensation
within the oil which can attack metal surfaces
during periods of storage.

Before changing the oil, take the car out for a
good run, since deposits of sludge within the engine
are softened by the heat and there is a good
chance that they will be washed out with the hot
oil.

Oil Pressure

The oil pump fitted to the Spitfire is a positive
displacement pump, i.e. for each rotation of the
pump, a fixed volume of oil is displaced. As the oil
leaves the oil pump it passes through the narrow
passages of the engines lubrication system. In
forcing the oil through these restrictions, oil
pressure is built up. As engine speed increases the
oil pump rotates faster increasing the volume of
oil displaced per minute. More oil must, therefore,
be pushed through the narrow restrictions,
thereby increasing oil pressure further. Thus the
oil pressure developed by the pump depends upon
the restrictions offered to the flow of oil in the

The COUIRIER EYTE




It looks as though Steve Phillips has beaten me
to print with regard to the external high pressure
rocker feed conversion. However, here is my two
penn’orth for what it is worth.

The intention of the conversion is to increase the
oil pressure at the rocker shaft and reduce rocker
wear. Connected to the main oil gallery using a T-
piece at the oil pressure warning light switch Fig
5, braided pipe feeds high pressure oil to the rocker
shaft via the blanking bolt shown in Fig. 4.
However, since the oil is now being supplied to the
rocker shaft at higher pressure, then the quanti-
ty of oil leaking back to the sump via the clearances
between the rockers and rocker shaft must in-
crease, and conseqguently the quantity of high

shaft for some reason? If you have both types of
rocker, it is probably better to fit the single drilled
rockers nearest the rocker shaft oil feed, thereby
maintaining oil pressure further along the shaft.

Fig.6. The 2nd drilling found on the top of
some rockers but not others

Fig.5. External Rocker oil feed pipe connected to main oil gallery at oil pressure warning light switch

pressure oil to the main bearings will be reduced.
In addition oil pressure is likely to be reduced since
the route to the rocker shaft now provides less
restrictions to oil flow than the tighter clearances
of the main bearings. The situation is compound-
ed by a worn rocker shaft and rockers. It would
be interesting to hear from anybody who has ex-
perienced any long term effects upon bearing life
as a result of fitting this conversion.

A better solution would be to retain the existing
system but to arrange a method of simultaneousty
providing oil pressure to both ends of the rocker
shaft. At present the rocker shaft behaves like a
hose pipe with a series of holes along its length,
such that oil pressure progressively reduces along
its length. Guess at which end of the rocker shaft
the rockers wear the most! .

As a point of interest, it would appear that
Triumph fitted 2 types of rocker. Both types are
provided with a single drilling that squirts oil out
onto the top of the push rod, but one type has a
second drilling, Fig. 6, the purpose of which is
unknown. Is it to reduce oil pressure in the rocker

EEREE 1. . NN YIS

Oil Cooler

If the car is used for fast or spirited motoring
then the fittment of an oil cooler is a most useful
addition to the lubrication system of the Spitfire
engine, particularly the 1500cc engine where
cooling is marginal. A thermostat is recommended

Fig.7. Oil Cooler cowling to duct warmed air
away from radiator

as part of the kit otherwise over cooling can result.
Fitment is straightforward, although where to
mount the cooler can be a problem. If mounted
beneath the radiator it can be subjected to damage
from stone chips etc. and if fitted in front of the
radiator, it effectively passes warm air onto the
radiator.

The solution presented by the B.L. competition
preparation manual for the Spitfire is to make up
a cowling as shown in Fig. 7, which ducts the warm
air away from the radiator.

Oil Leaks

The following are typical areas of oil leaks on the
Spitfire engine:-

a. Timing Chain Cover Qil Seal Failure of this seal,
Fig. 8, is usually responsible for the oil at the
front of the engine that covers the timing chain
cover, block and sump. The engine fan
exacerbates the problem, distributing the oil
vapour to the under-side of the bonnet and the
engine valances. If unchecked, the ratiator core
becomes covered in a thin film of oil, reducing
its efficiency. In addition the radiator bottom
hose, steering rack gaiters and mounting
rubbers will suffer from prolonged exposure
to the oil. Replacement of the seal is fairly
straightforward, provided you can undo the
large front pulley nut!

b. Rocker Cover Gasket A leaky rocker cover

gasket is quite common on the Spitfire,
particularly at the rear. Since the engine slopes
slightly rearwards, oil collects at the rear of the
head and seeps under the gasket. A leak here
is usually responsible for oil at the back of the
engine, on top of the bell-housing and down the
sides of the engine back plate. I have found
that Welseal gasket sealant provides a good
seas! against oil here. There is absolutely no
wine in over tightening the 2 rocker cover
retaining nuts, all it does is squash down the
rocker cover around the nuts. In one case the
cover had been squashed down so much that
one of the rocker adjusting screws had
knocked a hole in the rocker cover! In an
attempt to prevent overtightening of the
rocker cover, Triumph replaced the securing
nuts with shouldered screws after Comm Nos
FH 80001.

To prevent leaks, fibre washers, part nos.
WF508, should be fitted beneath the retaining
nuts and washers, or in the case of the later
retaining screws, small rubber seals, part nos
148090.

Fig& A Ieéky qtiing ain cover oil seal,

pictured from beneath the car.

Fig.9. Possible sources of oil leaks at rear of

engine:- Rocker feed blanking bolt (note cooper
washer) Rocker cover gasket head gasket

¢c. Rocker Feed Blanking Bolt If the copper
washer behind the bolt shown in Fig. 9 has not
been replaced/retightened following a rebuild,
then an oil leak will occur, easily confused with
a leaky rocker cover gasket.

d. Head Gasket Quite often the engine number
and the small ledge that runs down the left
hand side of the engine, is covered with oil.
Examination of the cylinder head stud pattern
reveals that this side of the engine is not
directly clamped and consequently allows an
extremely small amount of oil to pass out. Such
seepage is nothing to worry about. N.B. It
cannot be prevented by overtightening the
cylinder head studs.

e. Crank Case Breather The crank case (blocK)
contains a proportion of partially burnt gases
and liquid fuel that blows by the piston rings.
If allowed to build up and combine with hot oil
vapour, a potentially explosive mixutre can
result.

The purpose of the crank case breather is to
provide an escape for these fumes. On early club
cars the fumes were vented straight to the
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SPITFIRE-HERALD VITESSE-GT6-SPITFIRE-HE

HERALD-VITESSE-GT6-SPITFiRE-HERALD-V

1

suspension

Steering Rack Gaiter {Per Pair Including Clips)
RAR.P.£24.90

Special Offer Price £5.90

Track Rod Ends RR.P.£7.40

Special Offer Price £4.40

Anti Roll Bar Links
Special Offer Pri

R.R.P.£10.80
£6.40

Spitfire/Herald Radiator Hose Kits

{2 Hoses/4 Clips) R.A.P. £8.03
Special Offer Price £3.95
GT6 Radiator Hose Kits RR.P.E13.80
Special Ofter Pnce £6.90
brake kits

Pads, Shoes, 2 Discs

Spitfire/Herald RRP.£72.00
Special Offer Price £3500
GT8/Vitesse RA.P £84 00
Special Offer Price {2500

reconditioned brake calipers

Spitfire/Herald-Exchange Each £24.50
GT6/Vitesse-Exchange Each £32.50
wheels

Wire Whee! - Chrome £75.00
Wire Whee! - Silver £42.50
Wire Wheel Adaptor L/t £23.50
Wire Wheel Adaptor R/H £23.50
2 Eared Spinner £11.50
Continental Spinner £11.50
Fixing Nut £0.75
Copper & Hide Hammer £9.90
Lead Hammer £4.95
Cleaning Brush £3.80

Continental Spanner

Reconditioned Wheels - Exchange

chrome wire wheel kits
4 Chrome Wire Wheels, 4 Splines, 4 Spinners,
16 Fixing Nuts £420.00

painted wire wheel kits
4 Painted Wire Wheels, 4 Splines, 4 Spinners
16 Fixing Nuts

£295.00

trim HOCD TONN
HERALD/VITESSE

Black PVC £54.50 £29.50
White PVC £64.50 £3750
Black Canvas £79.50 £49.50
Tan Canvas £73.50 £4950
Black Mohair ~ £145.00 £79.50
SPITFIRE MK 1,2

Black PVC £564.50 £29.50
White PVC £64.50 £37.50
Black Canvac £79.50 £48.50
Tan Canvas £79.50 £49.50
Black Mohan  £14500 £79¢57
SPITFIRE MK 4 1500

Black PVC £64 50 £29 50
White PVC £80.00 £3750
Black Canvas £8350 £43.50
Tan Canvas £8350 €49 50
Black Mohar ~ £160.00 £/9.50

2 D
trim panels
Spitfire-GT8 Door Panels
Spitfire "4 Panels

seat covers
Spitfire Mk.3

ood Frame

Spitfire Mk.1,2

H/BAG

£27 50
£35 00
£39.50
£39.50
£59.50

£2750
£35.00
£39.50
£39.50
£53.50

v, 50
£35 00
£39.50
£39 50
£59 50

Paw £22 00
Pan £12.00

£68.50

top quality carpet sets

Spitfire £49.50

GT6 £69.50

Herald/Vitesse £68.50

[ront carpets

Spitfire/GT6 Pair £9.50

Herald/Vitesse Pair £12.50
£9.90

Boot Carpet

herald/vitesse chassis
Sills Pair £20.00

Sills - Original [Shop Soiled) Pair £12.00
Front Outrigger 1958-62 £8.50
Front Dutrigger 1963 On £8.50
Centre Dutrigger 1963 On £8.50
Rear Outrigger 1963 On £6.50
Rear Qutrigger (Vitesse Mk2) £8.50
Rear Extension £10.00
Chassis Side Rail £8.50
Fitting Kit (8 Plates, 8 Bolts) £795
Door Skin £19.50
Door Bottom £8.00
Deor Tread Plate £4.95

Rear Valance £17.80

Rear Y Valance L/H £12.50
Rear Y Valance R/H Onginal £2250
Front Floor Pan £2250

top quality mild steel exbausts

Herald 1250 £30.00
Herald 1350 £30.00
Spitfire Mk.1 £39.00
Spitfire Mk.2 £30.00
Spitfire Mk.3 £40.00
Spitfire Mk 4 £44.00
Spittire 1500 £49.60
GT6 Mk.1 £54.00
GT6 Mk.2 £69.00
GT6 Mk.3 £64.00
Vitesse 1600 £44.00
Vitesse Mk.1 2000 £54.00

Vitesse Mk.2 £54.00

- y4/ .4
pampers

Spitfire/GT8 Front Exchange £59.50
Spitfire/GT6 Rear Exchange £59.50
Spitfire/GT6 a Rear Exchange £39.50
Herald Rubber Set (8] £65.00
seals

Windscreert Rubber-All Models £14.00
Spitfire Door Rubber £9.90
GT6 Door Rubber £17.50
Herald/Vitesse Door Rubber £8.90

E14.90
£6.80

Herald/Vitesse Saloon Door Rubbers
Herald/Vitesse Hood Side Rubbers

All prices are correct at ume of going 10 press
although subject to change without prior notice

ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD WELCOME
ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE
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I his months feature car is a 2-litre Mkl belonging to Dave James.

The second photo shows my new MKkIl, chassis number HC 57984 CV. It was
fitted with a steering column lock (from new) and the interior is in super condition
but the bodywork needs a little tidying. The indicator/sidelight assembilies are

non-standard.

LEAD-FREE PETROL

One of the treatments extensively advertised to enable our cars to run on lead-free petrol is a product
called Carbonflo. This "works in all engines and lasts for 250,000 miles" according to the manufacturers.
lts obvious attraction is its simplicity - you simply place it in your fuel tank - and relative cheapness
when compared to a fully converted cylinder head. However, a recent test by Practical Classics
magazine on this product has produced very disappointing results. After only 4,575 miles in a guinnea
pig Austin 1800, the exhaust valves and valve seats suffered serious damage. Of course, this could
just be a one-off problem, however, this test was carried out in a car that was driven quite hard and
as far as | am aware, it is the first proper test that has been carried out by any of the classic car
press, using Carbonflo.

Without using any additives and using lead-free petrol, tests in America have shown that most
valve/seat damage is caused at high revs. Could it be that the majority of people using Carbonflo in
their ‘classic cars’ are driving them with less enthusiastic use of the throttle than Practical Classics
did with their 1800 and that, therefore, this has masked any possible problems? | would like a little
more research before | would consider using it in my MkIl
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Remanufacture of
Panels by
British Motor Heritage:

As mentioned last month, | have still not had a
reply to my letter. Two more letters have arrived
recently asking if their cars have been on the
register before. Both owners gave only their car
registration numbers with their enquiry. Please
note that | can only trace cars by commission
number.

WANTED INFORMATION
Triumph/BL Tuning & Modification

Over the last 18 months | have managed to
obtain several magazine documents/booklets for
tuning and modifying the early Spitfire and Herald
models. However, | have absolutely nothing on the
Vitesse models. Can any of you help with this as
I am sure that contemporary facory approved
modifications would provide an interesting series
of articles for other Vitesse owners. All
information would be gratefully received.

N.B. Would the guy who bought my old Mkll please
get in touch to arrange to pick up his bonnet!sm-

Triumph Services
of Templecombe

Comprehensive range of
Spares for all Club Cars

MAIL ORDER CAR SALES

Restoration Service open six days
a week including three evenings.
Comprehensive range of spares

for all club cars

Phone quoting Access/Barclaycard Number

and we wil@ _despatch immediately

Cars bought competitive price paid

e
VISA

SPITFIRE - GT6 - HERALD - VITESSE

Contact Andy Topp on
(0963) 71333 Day or 251189 Evenings

Unit 1 Station Yard Templecombe Somerset

TRIUNMPH BOOKSHOPEE Telephone

ORIGINAL BRAND NEW LEYLAND PUBLICATIONS 0858 32110
Workshop Manuals Parts Catalogues Handbooks General
Heraid 1200 £21.95 Herald 1200 (ail mods) £16.95 Herald 13/60 £5.00 HAYNES W/SHOP MANUALS
Herald 13/60 £21.95 Herald 13/60 £15.00 Vitesse'6’ £5.00 ALL MODELS  £11.95 Each
Vitesse ‘6’ £21.95 Vitesse 1600/2 Ltr Mkl £18.95 Vitesse MK1 £5.00 (State Model)
Vitesse ZLMK1/11 £21.95 Vitesse 2 Litre Mkil £15.00 Vitesse MK11 £5.00 SU Carburettors £9.50
GT6 Mkl £21.95 GT6 MKt & 11 £18.95 GT6 MK1 £5.00 Stromberg Carburettors £9.50
Spitfire 4/11/111 £21.95 GT6 MK111 £15.00 GT6 MK11 £5.00 Weber Carburettors £9.50
Spitfire IV £18.95 Spittire Mklii £18.95 GT6 MK111 £5.00 Electrical Manual £11.00
Spittire 1V/1500 Dutch £22.00 Spitfire MKIV £15.00 Spitfire 4 £5.00
Spitlire 1500 £18.95 Spitfire 1500 £15.00 Spitfire MK11 £5.00 BROOKLANDS BOOKS
Spitfire 1500 German £22.00 TR2/3 £18.00 Spitfire MK111 £5.00 Vitesse/Herald 1959/71 £8.50
Spitfire IV/1500 French £22.00 TR4 £18.00 Spitfire MK111 German £6.00 GT6 1966/1974 £8.50
TR2/TR3 £27.50 TR4A £18.00 Spitfire MKIV £5.00 Spitfire 1962/1980 £8.50
TR4/4A £23.00 TR250 (TR5) £20.00 Spitfire MKIV  German £6.00 Spitfire Collection No. 1 £7.75
TR5 (complete) £35.00 TR6 £18.00 Spitfire 1500 £5.00 Aoad & Track Triumph
TR6 £24.50 TR7 £19.50 Spitfire 1500 German £6.00 Sports Cars '58/67 £8.50
TR6 German £23.50 TR8 £21.00 Spitfire USA £5.00 Sports Cars '67/74 £8.50
TR7 £20.00 Stag £23.00 TR4 £5.00 Sports Cars '74/82 £8.50
TR8 £24.00 Dolomite £19.00 TR4A £5.00 TR2/3 1952/60 £8.50
Stag £24.00 Dolomite Sprint £19.00 TR6 £5.00 TR4 & TR5 & 250 £8.50
Dolomite £21.95 2000/2500 £19.00 TR7 £5.00 TR6 1969/76 £8.50
Dolomite Sprint £21.95 1500 FWD £15.00 Stag £5.00 TR Collection £7.75
2000/2500/2.5P1 £24.00 1500 RWD £15.00 Dolomite Sprint £5.00 TR7/8 1975/81 £8.50
1300 FWD £15.95 Toledo £15.00 2000/2500 £5.00 Stag £8.50
| 1500 FWD £19.95 1300 £5.00 Stag Collection £7.75
1500 TC RWD £19.95 1500 & Toledo £5.00 2000/2500 £8.50
riumph Cars - The complete History Robson/Langworth £24.00 Competition Preperation Spitfire I/ll/ill/iV/1500 £6.00
TR for Triumph Chris Harvey £18.50 Competition Preparation 2 Litre Cars £6.00
The Complete History Spitfire Gt6 Graham Robson £14.95 Tuning Triumph Cars from 1200cc to 2500cc £11.50
PRACTICAL CLASSICS RESTORATION GUIDES SPITFIRE/GT6 FILE - £10.95
HERALD/VITESSE £7.50 Guide to Purchase & D.1.Y. Restoration
SPITFIRE/GT6 £7.50 SPITFIRE. GT6, VITESSE & HERALD By L Porter & P Williams
METALWORKING £7.50 SIZE A4, 312 Pages £17.50

Make ail payments payable to Triumph Bookshop - Cheque/Postal Order/Credit Card
Welland House 9 Acorn Close Lubenham Market Harborough Leics LE16 7SP Telephone (0858) 32110
FAX {0858) 31936 Telephone Credit Card Orders Welcome - ALL PRICES INCLUDE POST & PACKING

Overseas Orders add 10% to total order
to cover extra Postage -
Payments in Sterling please QD230
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Nick Lord

Apologies for the lack of our coiumn last month. For those of you interested in
the register figures the following may prove interesting:

SPITFIRE 4: 52 on register:

1st: FC3 - Pamela Bend

Last: FC44281 - Philip Surtees
SPITFIRE 4 MK2: 121 on register:
1st FC50170 - John Cork (Switzerland)
(1st UK. FC51221 - Richard Feltham)
Last: FC88812 - Kenneth Hunt
SPITFIRE MK3: 398 on register:

ist: FD1641L - Denis Vanderidt (Belgium)
(1st UK. FD2105 - Martin Griggs)
Last: FD92529 - Mark Cox

TOTAL SPITFIRES
ON REGISTER: 571

Many of our cars were fitted with wire wheels as an optionao extra, or owners have purchased them
later in the car's life to make the vehicle more attractive. | am now on my second set of wire wheels
and consider them to add not just an attractive look but also accentuate the period of the car.

WIRE-SPOKE WHEELS

Well 10 accommadate
whiie

. fe

Crossed spokes

tachate from both
iner and outer -
ends of hub

tner en.
of hub

Suib asle shalt
“otales wheel

Self-ughtering nuts have ieft-handed

trseads for offside wheels. nghi-handed for N

nearside N
Sectinal view showing
twa raws of spokes b
whesl nm and the hub
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Wire wheels are the earliest type (motortyof wheels still in production, they are light but very strong.
The spokes are fitted in a pattern to prevent them bending, they therfore criss-cross each other in
three planes so that all the loads on the wheel are changed into tensile loads; that is, the load pulls
rather than presses or bends. The necessity of fitting the spokes in three planes is so that they form
sets of rigid triangles to resist backward and forward loads when braking or accelerating and side-to-
side forces when cornering.

Although wire wheels are expensive to buy new, many wheel manufacturers will sell reconditioned
wheels for around £20, only make sure you go to a reputable company such as Motor Wheel Services.
A hide hammer is also a must to prevent damage to your nuts! You will also need 16 new wheel bolts
to fix on the stub axles. The stub axle is splined for the wheel to slide on to and this is where a lot
of wear occurs. After many years of use, or inadeguate greasing, the stub axle splines can wear causing
the wheel to move or jump’ a spline. Testing the amount of movement if buying second-hand is a
must as worn splines on the stub axle inevitably means worn splines on the wheel, and probably also
worn on the other wheels and axles.

For those of you living in my part of the country | can recommend the Braunstone Crossroads Garage
in Leicester Forest East. Not only has Mick there done a fine professional job of welding on my floor
and boot (made all the more difficult as he was putting previous work to rights - well done Mick) but
they will give a 10% discount on parts and labour to Club Members.

Finally, | know you won't read this until February, but | must include this picture of Santa in his Spit-
fire 4 MK2 from February 1966 Standard Triumph Review. Please remember to send an S.A.E. with
your enguiries as this will speed up replies. <

SPEEDING SANTA

For their Christmas window display, P J Evans
Ltd. Triumph Distributors for Birmingham,
provided Father Christmas with a white Spit-
fire embellished with a red ribbon. Presents
‘spilled out’ of the car were accessories, and
the 'Santa Wagon' was supplemented by
other Triumph cars also with a festive airl.

STS Triumph Spares

New & Used Spares for -
Herald Spitfire GT6 Vitesse

Blast cleaning - Stove enamelling available some items exchange
Mail order welcome open mon-sat 10 - 6pm

Telephone 061 230 7606
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David Chapman

Hello I am your new Amphicar register secretary.

By way of introduction | should say that I've been running Amphicars for around
5 years now and have just finished a last nut and bolt rebuild.
I've picked up various *tec tips* on the way which | shall be sharing with you in

future months.

But firstly a lot of you new members might be
wondering why there is an Amphicar section in the
Triumph Sports Six Club.

Well, it all started in the late 1950s when the newly
formed Amphicar Corporation of Berlin were look-
ing for an engine to power what was to become
the worlds first production civilian amphibious
vehicle.

Early prototypes used air cooled VW engines but
these were rejected due to lack of power and in-
sufficient cooling within the sealed Amphicar hull.
The next engine tried was the Austin 'A’ series
950cc but this wasn’t powerful enough and around
the same time the Mercedes 190 engine was re-
Jjected for being too heavy.

Remember that an Amphicar is made of 14 and 18
guage steel on an incredibly strong integral ladder
chassis with the result that it weighs around
1100kg compared with 800kg for a Triumph Herald
and 700kg for an Austin A35.

Anyway by this time it was the early 1960s and
the 1147cc Triumph Herald had been launched to
the motoring world. When Amphicar tried the
engine they found it was light enough, ran cooly
due to its lowish compression ratio (although ali
Amphicars were fitted with oil coolers) and had just
about enough power to push the Amphicar up to
a top speed of around 70 m.p.h..

The Amphicar corporation purchased a single large
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batch of export specification 1147cc engines in
1962 which were subsequently fitted in all produc-
tion Amphicars until the Amphicar corporation

went into liquidation (you'll get used to the watery
punsh) in 1967,

With only about 25 cars left in the UK it would not
be practical to run our own club, hence the T.5.5.C.
Amphicar register.

Now an appeal;

e
Could all Club members who own or have owned

an Amphicar, or even know where one is, please
contact me with details so that | can update the
register.

And finally for those of you who wish to see an
Amphicar in action ... pop down to the local video
shop and get a copy of the 1960s Inspector
Clouseau film starring Alan Arkin which features
a spectacular car chase in which an Amphicar out
performs a Lotus Elan!. PEa)

Chris
Longhurst

REGISTRATION MARKS

t has been very difficult to get original registration marks ("number plates”)
I restored to vehicles which were not registered on the DVLC (Swansea) com-
puter in 1983. In exceptional circumstances the DVLC have relented, but usually
only in exceptional circumstances. (Rarity, originality, uniqueness) and even then

only a registration mark appropriate to the year has been issued.

I receive qguite a few enquiries from
owners of 948 and 1200 Heralds who
did not register the car pre- 1983 and
who want an appropriate/original mark

restored. | have been able to help in g

some cases; but not all especially with
948cc saloons which are not particular-

FRE 8194
,.

ly rare,
The good news is that the DVLC us
changing it's policy and will re-issue (f

available) original registration marks, or o
an appropriate yvear mark. The Inappropiate registration mark on 1959 948 Coupé - 3 thing of the past?
re-issued number will be non transferable, the system being designed to help genuine enthusiasts fit
the restored/original cars with the appropriate number.

One final word of caution - it is likely that the vehicle will be inspected (this happened with registration
marks of vehicles registered on the computer) - if you are fitting shiny new number and commission
plates on a restored vehicle, retain the old ones for inspection just in case!!

The new system is not yet fully enacted through an Act of Parliament. In the meantime the DVLC
do seem to be a little less demanding in their requirements for issuing age related plates. There does
not appear to be a uniqueness but a more general requirement to have some sort of statement from
a "relevent person’ (club register secretary) that the car is reasonably uncommon in terms of pro-
duction numbers surviving on the club register. This is a fairly easy reguirement to meet as club
registered Heralds are usually less than 1% of production!.

If you are desperate to retain the original registration mark it is probably worth waiting until the new
Act is on the statute books. In the meantime collect together relevant documentation (log book,
photographs - keep copies). You may also find that copies of the logbook, photographs of commission
plates and a BMIHT document may heip. (£10, Castle Road, Studley, Warwickshire, B80 7AJ) may help.
If you have already accepted an 'age-related’ but non-original mark you have to retain it; under the
new system they cannot be replaced by the original mark.

What is not clear is what happens if the original mark on your car was sold off and you have an A
or B suffix. Your original mark is now on a Datsun or whatever. If you want an age related number
it might be worth petitioning DVLC for a new, non-transferable number. This is unlikely to work if
you sold the original number yourself. The DVLC is unlikely to any more sympathy for you than I have!!
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Trevor Collett

I_e't me start by apologising for the recent absence from these pages of yours
truly. I'm sure vou don’t want to hear all the excuses, so I'll just give you a
selection: an insomniac baby; new doors and windows; knocking wall down in the
bathroom; an insomniac baby! (Pathetic isn't it).

Until recently my Moss Malve.,n has
been running along with the
monotonous reliability that weexpect
from our family of cars. "Until

recently”, yes, you've guessed it, a
major breakdown. Just a few miles
short of 30,000 since the conversion
(from a Herald 13/60 saloon in 1984),
I found myself in Esher with no

transmission. The engine was running
sweetly but drive wasn't getting past
the gearbox in any gear. | reckoned it
was the clutch. A short while later the
RAC man turned up; he reckoned it
was the clutch and radioed for the
recovery truck.

Going off the subject slightly, in my
limited experience of the RAC, they
have performed well but there is one
aspect of their M.O. that I'd like to see
changed. When | break down (that
should be when the car breaks down!)
I know, and I'm sure this goes for arna- mMmembers with major breakdowns could go straight to the
jority of Club members, whether a recovery truck, a lot of time could be saved - Jjust an idea.
roadside repair is possible or a tow Taking the gearbox out of the Moss did not fit into my work
truck will be needed; but whatever schedule, so my faithful old Herald was roused and pressed

you tell them on the phone the RAC into service. Gearbox removed from a Moss kit car goes pret-
insist on sending out a man to give a ty much the same as for a Herald. One difference, for those
second opinion, who then has to call contemplating a similar job, is that the back of the box cannot
the tow truck. | suppose the RAC be fitted very high because the dash gets in the way. This is
would say that the majority of their overcome by completely removing the prop. and unbolting the
members cannot be trusted to rear mounting bracket from the chassis. This allows the box
diagnose the fault. In which case, could to be pulled straight back and manoeuvred sideways into the
they not set some sort of test? If passenger footwell (both seats are removed, by the way).
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As | write, | have in fact taken the box out and inspected the clutch plate - all fifteen pieces of it!
Why this should happen after 23,000 miles (for those mathematicians amongst vou, | put in a new
plate at 7,000), | don't know. Everything, including the engine back plate, looked straight. One thing
I have renewed, apart from all three parts of the clutch of course, is the pilot bush in the back of
the engine as there had sometimes been a slight judder in first. Mopefully the car will'soon be back
on the road. | like my Herald (I've had it since 1978) but | do miss driving the kit.

MANUFACTURERS UPDAT

the Gentry since | don't know when - but a long time. The Gentry is a weli respected M G T F jookalike
and well finished examples, of which there are many about, can command high prices (recently | saw
one on offer for 15 big ones). Despite gaining a reputation for not being the easiest kit to build, | got
the impression that sales were pretty steady, so | was a little surprised to hear that R M B had disap-
pared from the scene. Gentry fans - do not despair, the car lives. In a move similar to what happened
at Moss Cars some time ago, a new company has been formed by two Gentry owners. It just goes
to show that building a kit car can change your life more than you bargained for. The name of the
company now producing the Gentry is S P Motors and they can be found at: Unit 5, Moatway Industrial
Estate, Barwell, Leics. Telephone (0455) 46302. On a less positive

note, some months ago
| told you of a company
called Fibretech who
took over the rights to
produce the Spitfire-
based Hurricane. Well,
although | have not
heard that this company
has disappeared, | have
not seen any publicity on
the car in the kit car
press. Has anyone pur-
chased a Hurricane
recently or been in con-
tact with a manufac-
turer? Please let me
know. Moss Cars (Bath)
Ltd. are still producing
Triumph-based versions
of the Roadster,
Malvern and Monaco
from new premises at
Units 44/45 Haydon In-
dustrial Estate,
Radstock, Bath, Avon
BA3 3RD. Telephone
(0761) 36862. s
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Peter Jacklin

irst this month some dates for your diaries, the FIETH BOND EQUIPE

WEEKEND will take place at Yaxley near Peterborough on Saturday and
Sunday 9th and 10th June 1990 also the Peaks Get-together is proposed for
15/16th September. For further details of both these events watch this space.
Keep a look out for the March edition of the magazine Popular Classics in which
there should be a feature on Equipes. Last Autumn | arranged for an example
of each model to attend a photo session, this all taking place on a day on which
the sun refused to shine, nevertheless the resulting pictures that I have seen were
most imressive.

All the reproduction bonnet
badges have now been sold but |
still have some Equipe script
badges available at £11.50 each
including P & P. No further news
on the rear window glasses for
the Two litre Coupes that |
mentioned a few months ago, | am
still waiting for the seller to
contact me again.

Have you noticed that there is a
dearth of Equipes being advertised
for sale in the classic car
magazines recently? lIs this
because owners are now hanging
on to their cars or have given up
all hope of selling them and are not
bothering to try? I still regularly
receive calls from would-be
owners and my list of known cars

for sale is now very small, if you are aware of an Equipe being advertised or you are selling one yourself,
please let me know so that | can put the two parties in touch and find a good home for another of
‘our’ cars.

| have received some information on one of the cars shown in the earliest/latest listing | produced
in December. The earliest 45 1300 listed, RABZ2F Serial No 2942, is in need of a new home and quite
a bit of tender loving care, if you are interested give me a call.

A couple of contemporary pictures again this month from the archives showing one of the
early/prototype 2 +2s TCK 301 and an early 2L Convertible shot. o
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LEON F GUYOT

I his months photo is of a rare brochure for the Standard Herald Mark 111, the
four-door saloon, car of the year, as marketed by Ashok Leyland of Madras,
India. This photo taken by me, at the Standard Triumph International Rally V11,

at Rousham Park, Oxfordshire on 12th
Now news of another event for 1990, the Stichting
English Car Rally, this is the sixth English car rally,
it will be held at the Eurocircuit, near
Valkenswaard, a village in the south of Holland. The
date will be Sat. 9th and Sun. 10th June 1990.
Costs; free entrance for English made cars, plus
HFL5.00 (about £1.50) per person.

The rally is an event devoted to English cars, past
and present, last year, some 1000 cars and 4000
visitors attended. A free rally shield in four colours
will be given to each driver. On the track will be
a Sprint/Slalom and a Concours d’elegance, plus an
autojumble/boot sale.

Participation in the slalom/sprint/concours is open
for anyone who enters on the Sunday before 12
noon.

Eurocircuit is on the road between Eindhoven,
Holland to Hasselt, Belgium, near Valkenswaard
vilage. Look for the signs 'Kempervennen' or
'English Car Rally’.

For tourist/accommodation information, tel;
04902-15115, or subscribe to the following; For the
full 2 day event, starting on the Saturday, a
touristic country ride to Valkenswaard village,
followed by a small tour of all who registered to
a sort of youth-hostel with ample parking, at night
will be a grand B.B.QQ. On this location B&B is ar-
ranged for all participants, entrance-fee on the Sun-
day is included, and a special souvenir for the par-
ticipants will be created. The total cost is HFL60.00
(approx. £18.50). for non-Dutch subscribers. To
subscribe, just send the fee to; Stichting English
Car Rallyk, attl Kees van Schuppen, Warmondstr.3,
4273EW hank, Holland. This can be done either by

Sep. 1982.

Eurocheqgue, or registered mail, or to our own bank
account with the Amro-Bank No. 487884108 in
Qosterhout, Holland. Don't forget to mention your
full name and address with the description B.B.Q.
The entry list closes on 1st March 1990, and is for
125 people only. For further info please tel; Kees
van Schuppen on 01622-3849, Jos Jurriens on
043-649467 or Dennis van Hoof on 073-146351.
Rally H.Q. Stichting English Car Rally, p/a Mezenlaan
11, 4901 AA, Oosterhout, Holland.

I also have news of The Triumph National
Convention in Boulder, Colorado, U.S.A. from
August 1st-5th 1990, it is being organised by the
Rocky Mountain Triumph Club. The details of the
show sound like the formula for a really superb
event, so if any member is planning to go to that
part of the U.S.A. at that time, an S.A.E. to me will
get you a photocopy of the programme and other
details that | have been sent. Further details will
appear in next months column.

Here as promised is part two of Zbigniew
Czarneckis’ details on "how to repair Triumphs in
Poland’.

1) ENGINE - ancillary components;

a) Spark Plugs; I've found that Japanese NGK
BP-6HS plugs to be excellent, these are available
in Poland at a realistic price.

b) Distributor; If the clearance between the
distributor shaft, and the distributor body is too
large, it must be rebushed using bronze bushes.
I have not yet discovered which contact-breakers
(points), from other cars are suitable, as | have been
sent various distributor parts by Chris Chawro.
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2) FILTERS

a) Oil Fitter; After making a reducer screw, oil filters
from LADA, POLONEZ etc. can be used (full flow
of course).

b) Air Filter; Paper element from ZASTAVA 1100
fits.

3) FUEL SYSTEM

a) Fuel Pump; In the early type of fuel pumps which
contain separate valves, | can use valves from
Polish vans ZUK AND NVYSA.

b) Carburettor; There are many options here,
including that from SKODA S-100, (JIKOV
32BST3170), in this carburettor, only the fuel pipe,
and linkage need be changed, but now I've repaired
my original SOLEX B3OPSE1, by fitting the
following parts;

) The float, from an old JIKOV horizontal Carb’

i’ The needie valve from an East German
WARTBURG, here | had to reduce the thread of
the valve to the correct size the needle itself had
to be shortened and a new valve seat had to me
made, this valve seat is changeable, ie; screwed-
in, not pushed-in, like the original.

il The slow running jet (size 50), and the slow
running jet from the POLONEZ (early carb's
without electrormagnetic valve) - size 40 or 45. (fig. 1).

SKODA siow running jet (size 50) .

e

thread size the same as Triumph SOLEX
here cut

‘ POLONEZ slow running jet

%% (size 40,45 or other)®
g

slow running jet holder

made from

SKODA slow running jet
;ﬁ A+0 L

FIG. 1. (parts not to scale)

I am still using this carburettor more than one year
after its’ repair, the average fuel consumption is
between 7-8 Litres/100km = 33-41 MPG.
Consuming more than 9 Litres/100km, ie. getting
a worse fuel consumption than 31 MPG is rather
impossible. In my carburettor, the accelerator
pump doesn’t work, as valves have been lost in
the past, but | only have acceleration problems
when the engine is cold. | have considered fitting
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a slow-running jet with an electromagnetic valve,
also because my engine runs-on’ with Polish petrol,
but if | follow this course of action, | must change
the carburettor linkage, as there is no place or the
electromagnetic valve itself.

4y ENGINE MOUNTINGS

I've fitted engine mountings from the POLONEZ,
the front of the engine is now a few milimetres
higher, but not too much. The mounting after
modification is shown in fig. 2. The spring within
the mounting is not necessary, but it improves the
damping frequency characteristics, although it
doesn’t fit the early 948 and 1147cc engines.

 MI10x1.25 - to engine

LI,
 S— ———

coil spring

/
= two M6 screws
U / \U two steel
reducing plate

rivits @ drnm

steel 2m
m square with two holes O 9.5mm

located as in original mounting

FIG.2. Front engine mounting

5) FAN BELT

Taken from SKODA S100/110, from the fan drive
(length 1050mm).

6) THERMOSTAT

From the SKODA S100/110, or early FSO/POLSKI-
FIAT 125P - the outer diameter needs to be
reduced, but this cannot be done with the
thermostat cap containing the water temperature
sender unit.

I GEARBOX

In the gearbox, only the bearings and seals can be
exchanged. In place of the HOFFMAN M10V4
bearing, as found on the input shaft and mainshaft,
can be substituted bearing 63057, in the metric
system, the inner diameter needs to be enlarged,
by grinding, from 25mm to 1 inch.

To change the outer diameter, a reducing bush has
to be made. This bearing has to have a groove for
the locating ring, since | didn't need to change the
mainshaft outer bearing, | don’'t know which is the
best to use.

In some gearboxes, instead of the needle-roller
bearing found inbetween the input shaft and the
mainshaft, | have found a bronze bush. | don't
know if these were fitted by previous owners or

"Spit - Bis”

CARS FOR SALE WITH A DIFFERENCE.
IDEAL WINTER PROJECT. CHEAP TO CLEAR

VITESSE 'COSWORTH' - Leave them all standing with this
black 2.5 litre proffessionaly race tune, fuel injected Vitesse
Cabriolet Sports. A fortune has been spent on this superb car,
including 3,500 on the engine alone. Full ground up rebuild ap-
prox 18 months ago. Recaro seats, electric windows, central
locking 245 BHP & 130ibs/ft at 2,000 RPM, 4 branch chrome
exhaust system, BMW type Cabriolet top, solid steel skirts all
round, lowered suspension, overdrive - probably more extra’s
than the Batmobile. in very sound condition, but Stereo and
dash & wiring ripped out. "The story of this car can be seen
in Courier No 91 Jan 88 pages 30/31. OFFERS
Please in exess of £1500 if to hot for the faint hearted why not
convert back to original,

Spitfire LHD Mk3 fairly sound car in good running order, part-
ly restored, but stili needs bodywork & respray etc. £650
Herald convertible 13/60 J reg, ali in original condition, needs
various body work, but would make nice car. £650

Spitfired Mk2, very good mechanics, various new parts, in-
cluding new soft top, bodywork needs attention only £650 for
this very sought after model

NEW PARTS AVAILABLE
Mkl & 1V soft tops, black, original type quality, with rear zip window. ...................s £59.00

.................................................................. £17.00

Good quality MkIV front quarter valences ......
Spitfire, Herald new original front disc ..........
GT6, Vitesse disC ...
Rear drums Spitfire, Herald, Vitesse & GT6 made from original tooling

OUR STOCK OF SECONDHAND PARTS IS SECOND TO NONE SO IF THE PART YOU
REQUIRE IS NOT LISTED HERE, PLEASE RING THE FOLLOWING NUMBERS
YARD AND STORES: 0734 883427
POSTAL ORDERS, ACCESS, VISA, ETC: 0734 732648
If no answer from above numbers try us on Mobile 0836 758555
All parts plus VAT & PP. Stores 1 minute from junction 11 M4.
Due to great demand we are now open 7 days a week, but please ring from
] times and availability.

Post address ONLY:
"Jingles Farm”, New Mill Road, Finchampstead, Berks RG114QT

ALL AVAILABLE OFF THE SHELF

Front suspension units (complete) £20.00
Heater Units (Complete) £15.00
Manifolds, inlet & outlet 1300 & 1500 from £8.00
Distributors 1300 & 1500 £15.00
Diffs Mkl/ll/Herald £45.00
Ditts MkIV/1500 £55 00
Wiper Motors £5.00
MklIV pack light units. now sold in sections rom £2 .00
Hard tops Mkl - 1 - 1l - IV originals, Tornado's and Lenham GT6

lype fast backs as shown in Couner mag No113 Nov 1989
From £35.00 to £150.00

MkiIV headlight cowhng £12.00
Over 100 MkIV wheels and tyres from £5.00
Doors, Spittire/Herald trom £20.00
Herald/Vitesse Bonnets £45.00 to £125.00
Petrol Tanks from £10.00
Bonnet side catch £4.00
Driveshafts MkI/I/IlIl and Herald complete £25.00
Speedoes and rev counters £5 00
Temp and fuel guages £3.00
Propshafls £15.00
Springs £15 00

(]

ANDY ROSE

(1 Triumph Cars Specialist

SERVICING — TUNING — CLUTCHES
and all repairs

103 HORSA ROAD, NORTHUMBERLAND HEATH, KENT
Telephone: 0322 338227
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by the factory, but it is one way to repair the

gearbox in the case of a worn bearing.

HD FRONT SUSPENSION

1) Nylon bushes, new bushes can be made from
TARNAMID- a kind of POLY AMIDE similar to nyion.
New metal bushes may be made from steel, eqg.
40 HW'T- Polish standard. Dust covers are rather
complex to have made, but a set of bushes as
described above, last around two years.

2) Top wishbone balljoints, there are special
workshops repairing these joints, the reconditioned
part can work for around 30-40,000 km =
19-25,000 miles.

3) Rubber wishbone bushes, in 1984 | bought the
front suspension from a Herald 13/60 estate, so
these bushes are in relatively good condition, prior
to that | have been using bushes made from the
front leaf spring bushes taken from a FIAT 126.
The inner diameter is 10mm, so it doesn't need to
be modified. The outer diameter is too big, so the
outer metal bush has to be removed by cutting
it at 3-4 points, some of the rubber is removed on
an electric grinder, and the bushes are them
pushed into the wishbone using soap and water
for lubrication, (Water is rubbers’ natural lubricant-
LFG), or an adhesive, which subsequently helps to
keep the bush in place. The bush from the FIAT
126 is also rather long, so it must be cut to the
correct length.

4) Dampers (shock absorbers), | use new dampers
produced for the POLONEZ, from the front
dampers, | only use the lower body section, this
adaptation | had made in a special workshop. The
resultant damper functions well at large
amplitudes, but not so well at small amplitudes.

V) STEERING

Track rod ends, can be repaired as per top-
wishbone ball-joints. If the rack itself is worn, it can
also be repaired or remanufactured in a specialist
workshop in Warsaw which repairs ball-joints and
rack and pinion steering units. My original steering-
rack was very worn, so I've used the steering rack
from a 1961 Herald 948, with the aluminium rack
clamps.

V) DIFFERENTIAL AND REAR SUSPENSION
The differential is one of the biggest problems in
my Herald, and | know that I'm not the only one
with these problems!

When | began to use my car, the differential was
more than noisy, I've tried to adjust it but without
success. In 1984 [ scrapped a very rusty Herald, this
had a differential which was a little better, and after
four or five attempts at adjusting, not too bad. In
the differential only a few parts can be exchanged;

EXY The COURIER

) front sealing-metric size 35 X 56 X 8 (10), better
if fitted with two lips.

i) side sealing-metric size 28 X 41 X 7

il short half-shaft bearings, in place of RLS7 bearing,
you can use type 6205, the outer diameter must
be reduced from 52mm to 2 inches, the inner
diameter is 25mm and must be reduced to
22.225mm, it needs a special reducing bush, see fig.
3 - it also shows my system of mounting the
bearing.

Methad 1 Y Method 11

cip  washer

Fitting 6208 bearing
reduction Bush - it must be”
made together with washer

A groove for focating clip

"

T

rere the metal

\ in this place very strong
fatigue is not so strong

matat fatigue

FIG.3. Locating of ball bearing on inner axle shafts

THE EVERLASTING
ADVENTURES OF ...

—

7

I

In eight years of owning my Herald, | have seen
three broken inner axle-shafts, once in my Herald
and twice in Vitesse 6's. it was always at the outer
side of the securing-clip groove.

I've discovered that there were two methods of
ball bearing mounting; both are shown in fig. 4. In
the Herald workshop manual (ot no. 511243) we can
see one method of mounting - see fig.19 (side 3.110)
for the other method of mounting - see fig. 21 (side
3.111).

The inner shaft with the sharper ring groove is less
resistant to metal fatigue.

Part three of this discourse will follow in the fullness
of time. I'm sure that all TSSC members aroung the
world would like to join me in expressing admiration
for Zbigniews tenacity with his Herald.

If any members have stories of how they keep
their Triumphs on the road in distant lands, we
would all like to hear from them.

Until next month, have fun with your cars - Leon.

W
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Road Wheels

Pounds lighter. Immensely strong.
Fits on existing studs 4%J x 13.
Suitable for Spitfire Herald Vitesse
and T.R. 2000. £7.10.0 each.
Special Spacers giving # or 1%
Track Increase if required.

2”7 £8.10.0set4  11” £10.6.0 set 4

Leather Rim Steering Wheel

Steel Rim sheathed in Rubber
with hand sewn Leather cover
15” diameter. To fit Spitfire
Herald Vitesse T.R.4. £6.19.6

COSMIC CAR
W ACCESSORIES LTD.

Bridgeman Street,
— | MIC  Walsall, Staffs.

Telephone: Walsall 2718

Used by POLIGE FORCES
and POLICE DRIVING
SGHOOLS the Galemaster
all-car weathershield
will protect you and
your passengers from
draughts and bad wea-
ther, reduce carsickness
and increase motorig
efficiency . . . make your
motoring enjoyahle AkL
YEAR ROUND — withya
‘Galemaster’ ! »

GENUINE

STANPART

PARTS & ACCESSORIES ¢

BOLT-ON-BUYERS GUIDE

( Qalemaster,

A BMC/STANPART APPROVED AGCESSORY

B EASY TOFIT

B STATE MAKE, MODEL, YEAR WHEN ORDERING
Special ‘Galemaster’ for Triumph Herald, complete
with stainiess steel frame £5.7.6

You can buy a ‘GALEMASTER' from your local BMC
or Standard Triumph Dealer

EXHAUST EJECTOR CO. LTD.

WADE HOUSE ROAD, SHELF, HALIFAX, YORKSHIRE
Tel: Bradford 67774. & 67952

B NO DRILLING

168 Desmo

Boomerang Mirror
All chrome tiush.  Self-
ahgning spring back action
477 wide flat or convex
replaceable glass 5%” arm.
166 short arm versions also
available. From 29/6.

x

*All prices are
, (CCOMMended retail

236 Rearguard Mirror

Door or pillar mounting.
Simple two-screw clamp
fixing 26/-

550 Desmo
Door Buffers

Easily fitted to car doors
without any drifling. Finish-
ed white. Paintable surface.
2/3 per pair.

Manufactured by

DESMO LTD, BRIERLEY H”.I_, STAFFS A member of the Harris & Sheldon Group. /

A
\gﬁ

214 Desmo
Boomerang
Caravan Mirror

The Desmo 168 mirror with
angled extension arm for
sate caravan towing. Foids
back to correct position for
normal non-towing driving
39/-

14/-

213 Desmo Conversion Kit
for 168 Wing Mirror

Enables motorists  with the 168
mirrors  to  convert them easily and
quickly for caravan towing (as 214).
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FULLY FORMED CARPET SET
N EW PRODUCTS We are proud to announce the release of the only fufly formed carpet

set available for the SPITFIRE range. These are produced for us by
the original LEYLAND manufacturer, using current technology and
type of carpet material. The carpets are supplied in BLACK with
gaiters to Gearlever and Handbrake. The rear floor carpet is supplied
with the original rubber moulding to complete the installation,
Supplied as a set of ten ready to fit carpets £98.00

RACE EXHAUST MANIFOLD

£209.00
These are now available from stock, using the
alternate puise design of

primary pipes, as iflustrated.

Available to suit GT6/VITESSE models (1968 on)
using 2L or 2.5L motors running with Standard,
triple webers or injection.

ROLLER ROCKERS

Ready to fit Roller Rocker assemblies . are now being released, these

give an increased valve lift ratio of 1.65:1, which has proved to be very
SINGLE WEBER INLET worthwhile in BHP increases. Complete kit for all 2 or 2.5L engines after
Specially cast manifold to suit 40/45 carbs. 1969 £299.00
1147 cc engines £55.00 As above but for the 1296/1500 engines £195.00
1296/1500 cc engines - parrell £58.00
Cross over £59.50

HANDBRAKE GAITER ALL PRICES +

Recently re-introduced the rubber handbrake gaiter for all P&P 4+ VAT
models, Spitfire, Herald, Vitesse and GT6 £7.00
Name

‘ Full Tuning
TRigmedTonE | Manual of components and Accessories

P
Aot wang, |
ettt o

110 Page fully lllustrated. £3.00 plus postage UK - £0.50p
Europe - £2.50 USA/Africa - £5.50 Asia/Australia £6.00

22-28 Manor Road, Richmond, Surrey,

TWI 1YB & 01-948 6668 Fax 01-940 9268 —
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On The Rack

Peter Williams

Imost a year ago saw me writing, ‘Track on Down' (Courier 103 January '89).

Well here with some small repetitions is what probably should have been

the prequel regarding how to swap your worn out steering rack for a

reconditioned unit. As with changing the track rod ends, replacing a steering rack

is quite straightforward and, for about £35-40 including new track rod ends, not
too much of a strain on the old pocket either.

|

Fig.1 - First job as might be
expected is to jack up the front
end of the car, remove the road
wheels and set the car firmly on
axle stands. The job proper
starts by undoing the track rod
end bottom nut...

Fig.2 - ..and splitting the joint
with a suitable splitter. Regular
Courier readers will note that in
the previous article a wedge
type rather than the screw
action splitter shown here works
equally well.
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Fig.7 - To remove the rack, the engine
needs to be raised on the left handside only
so undo the two engine mounting bolts
shown here and with a suitable piece of
2x2 or similar wood under the sump, jack
Fig.3 - The track rod end can then up the engine removing the boits in the
be lifted out of the steering link. process. Radiator hoses can in fact be left
Repeat for the other side of the on as they're just long enough to put up
car. with the working clearance required - at
least on my GT6. Try to make sure that
the wood is set against part of the chassis
to help stop it from slipping off. Whatever
you do DO NOT put your fingers anywhere
inbetween the engine and the chassis - just
in case the jack does slip.

Fig. 8 - Underneath the car remove the
Fig.4 - Inside the car, release the column clamp by undoing and steering rack clamp nuts and lift off the
removing the two bolts. clamps plus reinforcing plates beneath.
(Jumping ahead, when refitting the clamp, in principle, you're Apart from early Herald racks which
supposed to slightly undo the Allen bolt on the other side before employ pegged solid alloy clamps all Our
the two bolts are refastened. Then, after the bolts have been Cars' racks are secured in the same way
tightened, the Allen bolt should then itself be screwed up tight and with rubber bushed clamps.

its lock nut secured. The clamp is properly loaded by turning the
Allen bolt with the correct key just to the point at which the key
bends, ensuring the correct operation of the sliding column
‘impactoscopic’ safety feature. However, I've found most cars are
set up with the steering column as far down as possible making this
feature rather redundant.)

right hand side.

Fig. 11 - Old and new racks. Save for early Herald racks which are slightly different, all the racks on
later cars look very much the same. Generally Heralds, Spitfires and Vitesse 1600s have 3.75:1 geared

Fig.5 - Back inside the engine bay, remove the

lower universal joint coupling bolt. racks with 2-Litre car racks geared at 4.25:1 though | have seen 4.375:1 originally quoted for the 2-Litre

Vitesse. When buying a new rack do ensure that it matches the old as | was once supplied with a

Fig.6 - If you haven't done so already, disconnect rack on which the input pinion was slightly too long. | hadn't noticed until one of the universal joint

the battery and the horn earth wire. Then, using clamping bolts fouled the chassis turrets as the steering column was turned. The rack had to be taken ;
a wide bladed screwdriver lever the universal joint out and a correct replacement obtained. Assuming the same length track rod ends, set the lock nuts

off the steering rack pinion. on the new rack in the same relative positions as on the old.
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HERALD ¢ SPITFIRE e GT6 e VITESSE

L ST. MICHAEL'S WAY, MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE, CW10 9DX. )
* 0
SPECIAL OFFERS *
STAINLESS STEEL e
CLUTCH COVER
;‘g;i‘?ni';ggs BOLT Ki TS ASSEMBLIES (NEW)
£2.00 EACH NUT & s0LT TS Coven Born Soce ol GTG/VITESSE 2 Ltr
VEHICLE. £24.00 EACH
FRONT KITS COVER SUCH ITEMS AS STEER-
STANPART NEW ING, FIXINGS, WISHBONES, BALL JOINTS,
FRONT VERTICAL ;ﬁg/vMAgoﬁgg, DISCS. CALIPERS, SHOCKERS :EI{\:(;)NR% ﬁ%&;ﬁg S
LINKS. ALL MODELS | reanwirs coven imems as oiFrerentiaL, MODELS
£32.00 EACH SPRING, SHOCKERS, PROPSHAFT,
DRIVESHAFTS, TRUNNIONS, ALL NUTS AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE FOR
BOLTS ARE PLATED. SHAFTS AND BEARINGS
HARDY SPICER FRONT ALL MODELS £15.50
UNIVERSAL JOINT
ALL MODELS REAR ALL Monf’ff:i?* s UNIPART GASKETS
£4.00 EACH BODY FITTING KIT SPIT/GT6 £5.50 HEADGASKET GT6 Mk3
TRACK ROD WITH SPACER PADS from engine no. KE10001 £4.00
BODY FITTING KIT HERALD/VITESSE WITH HEADGASKET SET GT6 MKi1
ENDS ALL MODELS | spacer PADS AND ANCHOR PLATES £12.00
ALL PRICES ARE PLUS VAT AND CARRIAGE
STEERING RACK (RECONDITIONED) C/W NEW TRACK ROD ENDS/GAITORS
ALL MODELS ONLY £36.00 (EXCHANGE)
FREE - PARTS LIST AVAILABLE, PLEASE TELEPHONE FOR YOUR COPY y
4 3
WORLDWIDE MAIL ORDER
S FAST MAIL ORDER & PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE
== Pt
TEL: 0606 84 6474/5 FAX: 0606 84 5924
y
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Fig. 12 - Prior to fitting the new unit, fit new rubber
bushes. These are split ready to open out and set
around the rack tube.

If unsure of whether or not the toe in is correct
a quick visit to your local tyre depot should
dispel ail doubts. Centralisation of the steering
wheel may also need to be corrected which is
easily done by removing the upper and lower
steering column joints (Figures 4 and 5) then
replacing with the lower universal joint in a
suitably corrected position on the steering
rack pinion.

Fig. 13 - Similar to the way described above and

assuming you're working from the right hand side,
push the rack across to the left hand side of the
chassis a couple of inches too far, drop the clamp
into the mounting holes and then push the rack
back sideways into the clamp. This technigue
allows the engine to chassis working distance to
be as small as possible.

A Distance between flanges must be {4~
(317 mm.)

B Flange of item (23) must contact innermost
flange of frame

20 U™ bolt

21 Rubber bush
23 Locating plates
24 Nyloc nuts

41 Rubber gaiter

45 Steering column earth cable

Fig. 14 - When securing the clamp/mounting plates ensu're that the mounting plates butt up against

Fig. 15 - Not much left now. Screw on the track
rod ends and tighten the clamping nuts. Push the
joints into the steering linkage and tighten the
lower nuts. Sometimes a bit of weight on top of
the joint is required to stop the stud from rotating
as you attempt to tighten the nut.

the chassis and that the bush is firmnly within the clamp as shown in the schematic.

Fig. 16 - And finally. Reconnect the upper and lower
steering column joints (steering wheel centred,

wheels straight ahead) and squirt about five
strokes of LM or similar grease into the rack. The
earth lead shown here a dangling can then be fixed
back on. Finis.

P.S.
Did anyone spot the non deliberate error in fig. 82

===
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A SAD TALE ENDING
TRIUANA

D
PH

have been a member of the TSSC for exactly 5 years and not ever tired of
the excitement, enjoyed each month when The Courier is pushed through the
front door. | have particularly enjoyed reading owner’s stories recording their own
trials and tribulations of restorations, competitions etc., and felt on a number of
occasions | would like to add my own two penn’th to scintillate readers. It is with
sadness, therefore, that a car crash has in fact compelled me to submit this little epistle.

I joined the TSSC when | became the
proud owner of an absolutely rotten
but legal yellow Spitfire MkiIV, ACU
378M, via a £400 overdraft. What a
delight indeed, although I never manag-
ed to secure a girlfrend with what |
thought was a very attractive car, if
not its ‘Boy Wonder' owner!

Not content with one Spitfire, |
subsequently decided to by another,
promptly writing ACU 378M off by
bank
backwards. Actually, | did spin on a

traversing a near vertical

bend and (you are quite right) | was
speeding; it was raining and | was talk-
ing too much. | had actually christen-
ed him Acumen, following the licence
plate but wondered whether | had any
after permitting myself that little
prang.

So my first car was cut up for
spares, an exercise which, amongst
other things, taught me a bit or two
about how a Spitfire is put together.
Should you ever put and industrial disc-

cutter through at Triumph, do take the petrol tank and fuel
lines out first!

But why is my story sad? Well, it is not so much the fact
that | have managed to break up four Spitfires (I never could
afford a decent one in those days) but that my motoring career
has come to an untimely end - at least for the long, foreseeable
future.

Driving home with my wife in a Golf (ves, | did get a girifriend
but it took a Stag to do it!), when somebody decided to over-
take over solid double white lines on the brow of a hill at 11.50
pm and at about 70 mph. Yes, he did die and yes, the 3 day
old Citroen AX did smell of alcohol, maybe the car was drunk.
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I was actually virtually on the brow of the hill also
but fate permitted me to turn the wheel for him
to hit me obliquely, avoiding a head-on collusion. He
hit the front bumper at its junction with the off-
side front wing, pushing the gubbins through the
car at an angle, catching my left leg, pushing it
through the hip and paralysing my calf and foot.
Ta mate!

Turning the wheel prevented a worse fate and
my wife escaped with a few cracked ribs and a
bash on the face. My pregnant sister landed up
under my seat with a broken leg and severe lacera-
tions (hospital term for her) but did manage to keep
the baby. Her hubby, my best mate, was vircual-
ly OK. Needless to say, there was nothing left of
either car.

The really sad thing is that | have now spent half
my married life in bed (without my wife | might add)
and we only met last year! Such is life or rather
the consequences of car crashes.

2000 cc Spitfire, with the engine using all 6 legs
through a Triumphtune twin exhaust {'ve got this
thing about legs at the moment). Fun indeed.

Anyway, both are now for sale (see December
1989 Classified insert) but | won't bore you with
all the details of how nearly perfect the 1300 is;
the engine had a new crank too via Tony Dean of
Kingston Sportscars. Or how raunchy the 2-litre
is with its TT high lift cam, éxhaust etc. That one
went like a rocket and yes, we called him ‘Rocky’.

If anyone is still interested in this article, please
think about Mike Crewes' comments on safety
when made: health is more important than money
etc.

In my five years of membership to the TSSC ('m
26 now), | have managed to own 6 Spitfires, 2
Stags, 1 2.5 Pl 1 Toledo, 1 GT6 and driven a TR6.
No doubt my next car wil be another ‘lazy’
automatic 2.5 Pl or "body dropping off" Stag, pro-
viding someone buys my existing brace! Thanks

I would like to mention, | am a member of the
Institute of Advanced Motorists, the test of which
| passed first time without any observed runs (i
can afford to be cocky lying in bed after the crash)
and thoroughly endorse Mike Crewes’ efforts to
draw members' attention to the benefits of safe
driving - | am living proof and urge any would-be
enthusiast to take the test. Pride before a fall and
all that.

Not quite so sad but sad enough is that | was
about to complete a chassis-up restoration of a
Spitfire IV - just going to put the carpets in over
the weekend etc. Furthermore, my wife and |
usually tormented the Surrey countryside with a

for reading this and if you're firmly interested in
safe but fast driving, take the LAM. test as a
minimum standard and drag your car along to Tony
Dean who is a true Triumph enthusiast.

Finally, the reference to Triumph in the title of
this story is that | am already planning my next

venture, albeit from my bed. Anybody out there
built a Stag?!

MR S J GUNN - Guildford, Surrey
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s | said last year, ARCEN, 1st weekerid in September. This year, as last, and
A the one before, and .... | set off for Holland on the Dover-Calais ferry, and
then up along the coast to Belgium and on'to Holland, arriving at Klein Vink around
lunchtime on Friday. This gave plenty of time to pop into the Tref Centre in Venlo,
to stock up on Grolsch for the weekend, and return the empties from last vear
- funny how Birritish off-licences don’'t want to take back 8 crates of empty bottles.

This year, | really intended to travel in one of my Spitfires, but | sold the only roadworthy one the
weekend before, so once again the trusty German Spitfire (VW Scirocco) was pressed into action.
This year it got me there and back without mishap and it is still using the exhaust that fell off last
year (see Courier No. 100).

During Friday afternoon there was a steady stream of arrivals, including over 120 British, who were
welcomed by lrene Fussel, and given camping passes or keys to bungalows, along with car stickers etc.

Later on Friday evening, there was an informal get together in the bar, to meet old friends from
previous years and make new ones.

Saturday saw more arrivals, from all over Europe. This year, the event had moved to another part
of the massive Klein-Vink park and was conveniently placed next to the car park (a large field for
the rest of the year). Both the Triumph Spitfire Club Holland and the TSSC had large stands, and traders
from all over Europe and the UK were there in force, with many obscure parts available. | often think
that most of the 'un-obtainable’ bits were exported.

As usual, there was the official welcome and disco on Saturday night. This year, | had the pleasure
of presenting one of the TSSC special offers plaster model Spitfires, to the organisers. In exchange
I had to drink a glass of Pils supported on a plank of wood, along with two other people of differing
heights, the bonus being the girls that served the Pils. The disco went on into the early hours of Sunday
morning and when it finally finished the partying carried on in one of the German chalets. It was later
dispersed by the Klein-Vink police who disconnected the electricity at about 4 am.

Sunday was convoy day and after last years record breaking convoy a smaller convoy was expected.
The official count this year was 456 Spitfires, slightly down on last year. There were enough additional
Spitfires around the campsite and chalets to have made a convoy of about 650 cars, if people had
been able to get up.

The concours resulted in prizes for Carl Heinlein, third in the pre-1970 modified and Sharron Espin,
first in the pre-1970 original and she had here 'worst’ car.

Allin all, everyone had a good time, despite the occasional rain shower, and thanks must go to the
Triumph Spitfire Club Holland for organising the event and inviting us. It's well worth going this year
to sample the Dutch hospitality. Kevin Rochfort

ETE The COURIER
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Tk 0462-456315 Offers
SPECIAL DEAL

FOR SPITFIRE 1500 OWNERS

The TSSC's Stainless Steel Exhausts, made by BELL's, have proved extremely
popular and are all currently available as per the TSSC Offers Catalogue.
The prices have been held since Mdy, despite large price increases in
raw materials. inevitably, the prices will have to increase in the next TSSC
Offers Catalogue, due to be published within the next two or three months.
This means that the current prices are very advantageous and, therefore,
if you are considering making a purchase, now is the time o do so.

The special news this month is for Spiffire 1500 owners, because
traditionally the early part of the year sees a slowing up of exhaust sales
and because BELI's want to keep their level of production as high as
possible, by organising a bulk purchase, we have secured a very special
deal on the Spitfire 1500's standard type exhaust. Normally the TSSC's price
is £125.00 with the fitting kit at £12.00 and £11.50 P&P (totalling £148.50).
The temporary, very special prices, which can only be held whilst the
current stock lasts is:-

an COMPLETE SYSTEM £106.50 m»
P&P £11.50

FITTING KIT £12.00

A SAVING OF £18.50 on the already excellent Ipric:e
- surely an Offer You Can't Afford To Miss!

All systems still carry the "LIFETIME GUARANTEE". For details of other systems, see TSSC Offers
Catalogue or phone (0462) 456315,

Send payment 10 1e6e rreRs, 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN
OR PHONE (0462) 456315 (Fax available on this number)
Members wishing 1o use Access or Visa, enclose Number and full name appearing on the card.
INFORMATION REQUIRED

ltem Description S p Car (Model & Mark) ..o, Year ..o
NAME i Membership No. ...
Telephone NO. ..., Address

The COURIEER

TSSC PROTECTIVE CARPET OVERMATS

Also offered this month are tailored overmats. These are high guality mats, specially commissioned by the Triumph
Sports Six Club. They come in two versions, the 2-piece for the Spitfires and GT6s and the 4-piece for the
Herald/Vitesse and Bond Equipes. All share the same design features, i.e. all are in a hard-wearing black looped
pile carpet, black and bound in grey. All front carpets have a heel pad, L.e. both driver and passenger sides,
with TRIUMPH embroidered in red and are excellent quality.

They are very functional and very smart. They'll protect your carpets if good and improve the lock of your
interior if not so good and if ordered quickly, should be in time for Christmas.

The example pictured is for the Vitesse/Herald

(Al prices include VAT)

MEMBERS’ PRICE

Spitfire/GT6
£99.95

Herald/Vitesse
£36.95

P&P £3.50

Send payment to: TSSC OFFERS, 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts. SG4 OHN or phone (0462) 456315 (Fax
available on this number). Members wishing to use Access or Barclaycard, enclose card number and full
name appearing on the card.

INFORMATION REQUIRED
QTyY item Description £ p

ACCESS/VISA No Exp. Date ...............
PLEASE ALLOW 28 days for delivery and expect multiple and mixed orders to arrive in separate parcels.

The COURIER EXZE




Congratulations

May | congratulate Jonty Wild on his very informative article on rear spring wear. It is a pity that
more of us didn't send him the measurements he wanted.

My own findings, through examining club cars both at shows and Area meetings concurs quite
strongly with Jonty's conclusions.

Spring wear is sometimes so bad that the leaves no longer sit squarely on top of each other, marks
are often present to indicate bottoming out both of the damper and the suspension as a whole.

I've given up counting the number of people | have advised to re-bush suspension. It is quite cheap,
relatively easy and makes a remarkable difference to a cars handling.

Rubber perishes easier than most people imagine. A simple check is to violently shake components
that are bushed. If they move inside the bush, then there is a fault, This is best done with the wheels
off the ground and the car securely blocked up. You cannot shake it too violently - the road will stress
the suspension many times more than yvou will be able to.

Finally, worn suspension is not only dangerous. Yes, it does cause accidents but does not conform
with Construction and Use Regulations. Get it checked and repaired, before the law checks it for you!

I am always available at shows to examine any car free of charge.

Smooth motoring,

Mike Crewes - Cop Shop

The photograph was taken at the TSSC International Meeting at Stafford in June last year. Hannah,
the cool looking one wearing the shades, is the self-styled mascot of the Surrey Area and she greatly
enjoys being driven around in 'her’ Triumph Spitfire. She has always enjoyed travelling in convertible
cars and is very safety conscious, having her own seat belt.

When she was at Stafford, she created a great deal of interest, in fact almost more interest than
the very useful trunnion oiling service that Surrey Area were providing for a small charge. In fact,
I think she probably had almost as many photographs taken as some of the concours cars! [f anyone
has any good photos, | would be interested to see therm.

Hopefully this coming vear, she will be travelling in a more spacious vehicle; in my ‘restoration project’
Vitesse, that is IF it gets completed this year. Hence, we will reluctantly be selling the faithful Spit.

Hannah is, however, accustomed to travelling in a Vitesse, as she is a regular passenger in my brother's
MKIl Vitesse.

Nicola Longley & Hannah
ELS The COURIER

Navy Blue Spitfire?

To the owner of EVR 786T, Navy Blue Spitfire 1500/MkiV, | saw your car at the Stafford International
meeting in 1989 and | am so impressed with your interior, I'd like to copy it for my Spitfire. | have
had to return to my home in Australia, so | have been unable to see your car again.

Could you plese send me photos of your interior, especially the gearbox area and any drawings or
copies of templates you made along with a description of how you did it and with what materials.

Yours is the most tastefully altered interior of a Spitfire I've seen and I'd really appreciate the effort
it would take to send me all the relevant information necessary to duplicate your interior. If you need
reimbursing, please let me know. My address in Australia is: 160 Rosebud Parade, Victoria 3939,
Australia.

Geogre F. Stephen

Why Do They Do It?

[ am an avid admirer of Triumphs of all kinds, but my love is the Vitesse, of which | have owned
four. Why do people buy Heralds (nothing against Herald owners) and fit Vitesse bonnets and bumpers
etc? If they want a Vitesse, why not buy one because pecple who ocwn Vitesses have enough of
a problem buying the above at the best of times, without having to see look-alikes with perhaps better
bumpers and bonnets on the road and at shows.

Also, why do they make saloons into convertibles by using a pair of donor cars? We all know how
many of each were made but at the rate people are carrying out these conversions, there will soon
be more convertibles than saloons (Mklls). Nct only that but anyone who is buying their first Vitesse
will not, perhaps, be aware of the fact that the car is a mixture, as commission plates can be arranged
to suit the vehicle; plus reaping the benefits of the cash difference between the two.

Please stop this cannibalisation of our beloved cars. F. H. Shears — Bury, Lancs.

“Forlife”

[ am interested to see the TSSC are offering "Forlife”, as | have probably used it for longer than
any other Club member, having used it since 1963 (Halfords sold it in those days) in an Austin Cambridge
Countryman | bought new and still have. During the 26 years and 117,000 miles on the original engine,
I have changed the water-pump a few times and this gives a view into the water space around No.
1 cvylinder, which is very clean and "new’ looking - the slight traces of rust are no doubt from the
water used in the first few weeks of the car’s life before | took delivery and changed to "Forlife”.
When removeding the head, (3 times) the water passages are nice and clear with none of the usual “fur”.

When | bought my Herald ten years ago, | immmediately changed to "Forlife”, as | was so pleased
with it and | took the radiator overflow pipe to a bottle so that any liquid boiling over is saved for
re-use. | should add that | have no connection whatsoever with the makers of "Forlife”.

Lubrication System: It was pleasing to read on pages 64/65 of The Courier, support for the views
on rocker shaft lubrication | had expressed earlier. Although my experience is very limited | have gained
the impression that Herald rocker shafts get ample lubrication. In fact, when my son had a Herald
(his family outgrew it so he changed to a Triumph 2000), | made a restrictor to limit the oil supply.
This took the form of a special setscrew to replace the one used to plug the horizontal driiling in the
rear n/s of the head. Unfortunately [ have had to use the word "slightly " rather than giving a precise
dimention but the hole may not be the same size on all heads so it is essential that the hole is measured;
this can be done by using a set of drilis as gauges (number series drills suit fine).

This diameter to be "slightly” smaller than the hole size. ;7" UNF This diameter to be "slightly "
| fitted this restrictor many years ago and cannot i é # smaller than the hole size.
now remember what clearance | eventually used but ue { S

I made several with different dia. projections and tried \_l 7//5 : 5/;

them finally using the one that just gave an oil supply S

to No. 1 rocker. | suggest the projection should be made 0.010" less is diameter than the hole but
this is only a start to your experiments,; if you need to do so at all! You will, of course, need to own
or have the use of a lathe to make this type of restrictor so you may be abie to think of an alternative
design but remember, any restrictor must be fixed in position and not able to move to block off the

oil supply completely. Rex W. Hayman - Esher, Surrey

The COURIER
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1960’
SWINDON TR19UM1§H

®
\ 2SSy AND
C) QS) ROVER
The largest stock of new, reconditioned and remanufactured
parts for Classic Triumph and Rover in the Mid West

Remanufactured by Swindon Classics
[~~— New Year New Lines ~-~~—~—l
Available now -

Vitesse and Herald Front Chassis

COLUMN coOwL
N i p=gmgmp=| LIGHTS
LMITES% TRANSFER [§

. Price £1.00

VITESSE MkIl BONNET BADGE Direction

Arrows
Price £15.00 also
available
£1.00

Cars For Sale
SPITFIRE MkIII BSA SPITFIRE 2.5L GT6MkIII

650cc fully documented total

i Rotoflex £2000.00
very nice 12 mont{;g6ol\él)%g rebuild to original condition 196 Ri £
' miles since rebuild 12 months ng ror
MOT £3000.00 Details

* Classic Wedding Car Fleet
* We also have open and covered Car Transporters for Local or Long Distance Work %

Sirop» Oopre<rn 12 noon to 7.00pm Mon — Thurs

12 noon to 6.00pm Frid AR ¥ :
fccess 9.00am to 5.00pm SZ:urdZy I(;).BOam at: 3.00pm Sunday U‘“g;;:‘;m
A 528 Ferndale Road, o
Swindon, Wilts SN2 1HW

EX-] The COURIER

Tel: (0793) 611098




more can be done to reduce the risk to driver and
passengers when their vehicle comes into sudden

impact with some other obstruction?

Along with all the other research continually
by Standard-Triumph recent
sensational tests have been conducted with new

undertaken

cars which were then a few seconds from being
reduced to the mass of twisted metal so often
seen after a major road accient.

At the Motor Industry Research Establishment,
Triumph cars have been driven by remote control
into #n immovable hundred ton block of solid

Valuable information recorded during these tests
is analysed thoroughly by experts in every field of
motor car design and production and from this new
conditions arise which will help to minimise the risk
of injury to occupants of Triumph vehicles involved
in impact accidents.

Prevention is beter than cure and Triumph cars
are designed so that wherever possible accidents

can be avoided, but unfortunately the occasion
does arise when a crash is unavoidable. The
research is costly indeed but must be carried out
if the growing toll on the roads is to be cut and if

-

concrete fitted with a one inch protective steel
plate.

The cars, often occupied by durmmies simulating
driver or passenger have been taking part in
barrier testing research which covers an actual
impact time of only about one-tenth of a second.

The dummies occupying the ill-fated test vehicles
are constructed to closely resemble the human
body in weight and construction, but instead of the
vital human organs are sensitive electronic
instruments which transmit important messages
to a nearby recording device. Thus is provided a
permanent record of the crash.

But visual aids are also required and for this high-
speed cameras are placed at strategic points on
both sides of the car, in a pit underneath and from
above. The cameras are set at varying speeds
from 290 frames per second up to 1750 frames
per second, and with regard to the last named it
is obvious that extreme care and high skill is
required. A fraction of a second out and the record
of the impact would be useless.

The elctronic.recordings made cover a series of
events such as front bumper to concrete block,
engine to radiator, engine to bulkhead, front tyre
to wheel arch, rear and front dummies knee to
parcel shelf and head to facia. This series of what
can be fatal events takes about 150 milliseconds,
or three-twentieths of a second from start to finish.

F=E T10n 0y 1020053

Ready for off a TR4 awaits the last hundred yards to destruction.

the company’s products are not only to maintain
but improve on the reputation for safety which has
been built up over many vyears.

In the words of a senior safety officer at
StandardTriumph 'the present number of accidents
which bring untold misery to hundreds of
thousands of people is viewed very seriously by
the company and if, through our efforts, this rate
can be checked and reduced then our work and
expenditure is by no means wasted’

Surprisingly enough the windscreen has remain-
ed intact in the barrier tested Triumph 2000.

- i
@ : There is no easy way of discovering the effects
-~ :

of an impact such as that simulated at M.IL.R.A. for

from the wreckage it is vital to obtain every

particle of information covering the collapse and
movement of the car and its instrumented
dummies.

Men of the highest technical skill are employed
on this resarch for as a result of their findings the
drivers and passengers in" the StandardTriumph
cars can be sure that if the worst should happen
everything possibie has been done to provide them
with that split-second to safety - those milliseconds
which are factually a matter of life and death.

First produced in Standard Triumph Review Nov. 1966

TRIUMPH IN

Full & Part Restorations carried out, MOT work, Mechanical & Bodywork,

Chassis Changes, Body Shells Rebuilt.
Lots of good used spares for sale at reasonable prices.
Cars for sale and Wanted, Distance no object. B

We are only 20 mins. from Severn Bridge - pop in for a chat

STEVE GILL SPORTSCARS

STEDMANS YARD TALYWAIN PONTYPOOL

TEL 0495 774963 day
0495 763865 eve

At Last !

Spitfire Moulded

Carpet Sets

We are now able to offer you a
complete set of moulded carpets
for ' Spitfire 1,11L1IIV & 1500

models to original factory

specification.

Black sets only are complete
with all pieces including
necessary fitting clips etc.

£98.00 +
£4.00 Carriage
+ VAT

BRETISHE MROTOR
PIFRITAGE APPROAMTDY

NEWTON COMMERCIAL
EASTLANDS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
LEISTON SUFFOLK IP16 4LL
TEL: 0728 832880

[BARCLAYCARD)
EN = a0
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I was back in the early 80's that we started to put members in touch with
recommended brokers to cover their Club cars. But our aim was to establish with
a sympathetic broker a bespoke classic car scheme which met requirements we
wanted for TSSC members. That was far easier said than done. Over many
months back in 1984 | approached numerous different brokers and indeed
Insurance Companies direct to try and get something that was right, something
that we could wholeheartedly recommend and develop together. After lots of
disappointments | arranged to meet Peter James of Footman James & Co one
Saturday at the Fosse Manor Hotel, Stow On The Wold. He talked our language
and understood what we wanted to do. By January 1985 we were in a position
to launch the official TSSC scheme. Since then, together with the Underwriters
as well, we have worked hard at a programme of continual improvement always
with the TSSC members interest uppermost in mind.

Footman James have seen enormous expansion during the last 5 years which has
at times created their own pressures. But let me hand over to Peter to tell you
more about themselves. Afterall, given that they are the official Club's broker
it is right that you the members should know who you are dealing with. | hope
you find the following profile interesting and helpful. John Griffiths

FOOTMAN JAMES AND COMPANY LTD

This original trading company which is now a Registered Insurance Broker and member of BIBA was
founded in October 1983 by Peter James, Peter Footman and Christopher Todd, all of whom had long-
standing classic car insurance experience together with expertise acquired from many years with
the largest U.K. Insurance Broking Houses.

The intention was to develop a professional insurance broking operation with a particular emphasis
on establishing personal lines insurance schemes for 'niche’ markets. It was not intended to concentrate
on the person who bought solely on price, the Sintons of this world have that market well sewn up,
but rather to attract the enthusiast who was looking for appropriate cover and service and was then
prepared to pay a fair price.

From very modest beginnings in a starter unit forming part of a Small Business Centre, Footman James
now employs 50 people in modern office accommaodation in Cradley Heath, who handle in excess of
20,000 clients throughout the U.K. and the general business base has steadily expanded well beyond
those early plans.

THE ‘SHARP END*

The really important people in any organisation are those who handle the day to day business, answer
the telephone, give quotes and so on.

We are proud of the level of commitment shown by the staff operating the TSSC Scheme, as we
are indeed proud of all our staff. The specialist vehicle side of our business tends to be seasonal and
there are times when the pressures on the Teams in encrmous. Mistakes can occur but the staff
are tremendous. It is always a case of 'heads down and get stuck in'.

. The TSSC Team in particular (they are all pictured so you can now put faces to names) provide an

experienced and enthusiastic service for Club Members, have to cope with a wide range of rates,
personalities and high client volumes. They come through smiling (tired but smiling!).

The directors do not live in 'ivory towers’ - working with 40 or so, mainly young Black Country staff
has an amazing way of taking the starch out of anyone. We think that we keep abreast of things
and, in any event, TSSC members with a problem are not known for being 'backward in coming forward'

in giving their views. Please continue - it helps us.

THE FUTURE

Computerisation proved something of a trauma to most of the staff (but especially to Chris Todd
whose baby it tended to be). However, that is now mostly behind us (according to Peter James but
he's a born salesman) and the great benefits are clear. This streamlining, coupled with policy self-issue
from our own office and intensified staff training will greatly improve the service to TSSC members.
On a general note, Footman James markets the whole range of insurance products for both individuals
commercial business with experienced staff providing the usual high standard of service.

It is important for us to remember that insurance is an ever-changing commaodity and we are
continuously looking at developing further facilities which will be of benefit to Club Members.

We operate closely as a team with the Club and with Peter Turner, the Scheme Underwriter from
Dominion Insurance Co. Ltd. For 1990 we have come up with a special discounted scheme for normal
road cars of TSSC Members and a scheme for Mature Drivers. Watch the Courier for launch details.
Of course, you have our commitment to maintaining our present excellent claims service.

Our general motto is - 'Simply the widest range of Motor Insurance Policies for the Specialist Vehicle Owner’.
For TSSC Members it must be - 'Simply the best Motor Insurance Package for your cherished vehicle’

The COURIER I3
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* ~ QUALITY
_~ TRIM__

TOP QUALITY CARPET SETS

Spitfire £49 50
GT6 £59.50
Herald/Vitesse £69.50
FRONT CARPETS

Spitfire/GT6 Pair £9.50
Herald/Vitesse Pair £12.50
Boot Carpet £9.90

TRIM PANELS
Spitfire/GT6 Door Panels Pair £22.00
Spitfire % Panels Pair £12.00

SEAT COVERS |
Spitfire Mk.3 - /.-

Spitfire Mk.4

Set £59.50
Set £59.50

NEW (TEM AVAILABLE
Spitfire Mk.1,2 Hood Frame £65.00

- HERALD/VITESSE

HOOD TONN H/BAG

Black PVC  £5450 £29.50 £27.50
White .

| £64.50 £37.50
Black Canvas ~ £79.50 £49/50. £39.50
Tan Canvas £79.50 £49.50 £3950
Black Mohair.. £14500 £7950 £59.50
SPITFRE MK 12 .o

Black PVC £54.50 E2950 £27.50
White PVC £64.50 £3750 £35.00 b
Black Canvas £79.50 £4550 £3950 |
Tan Canvas  £79.50' 4950 £3950
Black Mohait ~ £145.00 £79.50 £59.50
SPITFIRE MK 4/1500

Black PVC £64.50 £2950 £2750
White PVC £80.00 £3750 £35.00
Black Canvas ~ £89.50 £4950 £39.50

Tan Canvas £89.50 £4950 £3950
Black Mohair  £160.00 £79.50 £59.50

All prices are correct at time of going to press, although
subject to change without prior notice.

ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD WELCOME
ALL PRICES EXCLUDE VAT & CARRIAGE

303 Goldhawk Road, London W12 8EZ Tel: 01

-748 7823 01-741 7075 Fax: 01-563 0101
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Z / b SPECIAL OFFERS e

Replacement Parts for SUSPENSION OFFERS
—— SPITFIRE - CT6 U gy
Q== HERALD - VITESSE Major Front Suspension Kit.............. 41.00 >«
= LTD. \, «~, Vertical Links - All Models............... 32.00
W e&m& Front ShOCKS .....oooooeeoeeeeee. pr 23.00
f ot REDITCH (a27) 20880 FAX: (D52TY20790 TGO e Rear Shocks —All Except Rotoflex...pr 20.00 &
i
42 SPIT/GT6 H/Duty Rubber Floor Mats fnes
ey O pr.15.00
WIPAC Halogen Headlamps ......... pr21.00 .-,
ot SPIT/GT6 Stainless Steel Oversills
b oo ———— pr 24.00
£ | ~“ Alloy Rocker Covers—4Cyl............ 20.00
HEATER HOSE SETS o
fmes SPIT 1500......... 8.50 SPITI/IAV ....9.50
gy GTE /N ............. 5.50 GT6ll................ 6.50 )
“> our Hardtops (shown above) are styled on the N
S < original Works Hardtop, they are available in a HER 13/60...10.50 HER 1200/1250 4.00
N Black LEATHERGRAIN or GLOSS finish. Each oy S,
AN Hardtop has a fully lined interior and both Rear /. NEW LINES!"! NOW AVAILABLE FROM STOCK i
ot N and Side Windows are fitted with a quality > -
\\\ safety Glass. Hardtops are supplied with a Master Cylinder Dust Covers....................... 2.50
PLEASESENDME o fitting kit and all seals, and are available to TSSC ;
E’ZE:L'CX’JFS%Z‘%U&.).'.'\\ Members only at: £175 00 fon SPIT/GT6 Door Check Links.............cccccconeencee 6.50 e
o DVTESSE N N CARRIAGE EXTEX AT Rear Shock Absorber Bolt & Nut................. 2.50
S FREE FACTORY FITTING o SPIT IV/1500 Rear Lamp Panels ................ 65.00 .
bosTennE ON All OLIR HARDTADS b ALL PRICES PLUS VAT CARRIAGE EXTRA »c




CarpinaL TriumPH SuPPLIES

Spitfire Mk4 1300/1500. Full recon. engine (1300) £320 ex. (1500) £360 ex. Oil pump £36. Engine parts, details in our Price List
- please enquire. 1300 gearbox recon. less O/D, £130 ex. 1500 g/box recon. less O/D £165 ex. Recon O/D £125 ex. Differential
recon. {1300 + 1500) £135 ex. 1300/1500 driveshaft £52.50. Radiator recon. £60 ex. Hoses and clips ex stock. Kenlowe fan kit
£65. Viscous couplings £40. Clutch assy. (1300} £40. Clutch assy. (1500) £52. Master cylinder £32.50. Slave cylinder £26. Brake
pads £5.50. Brake shoes 1300/1500 £10. Brake disc £13. Brake drum £20. Brake caliper (recon.) £36 ex. Rear wheel cylinder £10.
Brake master cyl. £38 (single circuit). Tandem master cylinder £85. Seal kits and hoses ex. stock. Recon. steering rack £30 ex, Track
rod end £5.25. Lower steer. coupling £19. Lower trunion £15. Trunion fit kit £4.25. Top ball joint £10. Shock absorber (front) £16.
Uprated shock absorber (pair) £50. Road spring (front) £18. Leaf spring £70. Leaf spring (s/h} £25. Rear shock absorber £16. Uprated
rear shock absorber £44 pr. Bushes/mountings from stock! Front outer wing (B.L.) £65. Front outer wing (re-made) £35. Quarter
valance (steel) £37. F/glass £15. Door shell {recon.) £75 ex. Door skin £20. B.L. outer sill £23. Re-made outer sill £13. Floor panels
from £20. Rear valance £35. Rear wing £92. Boot floor repair (3) sections £40. Full s/steel exhaust system (1300/1500 cc) £99.
Mild steel sys. from £60. Price List available - please enquire.

Cardinal House Dept 'T6’ High Level Road Gatshead Tyne & Wear NES 2AG Telephone 091 - 478 5444

NI I & M MOTORS

" THE SUPPLIER IN THE SOUTH REAR OF 82/86 SOUTHEND, CROYDON.

SPITFIRE, HERALD, VITESSE, GT6, Your Local Sports Six Specialist
STAG, TR6/7

@ Accident & Panel Repairs

~@@\ & Body Jig Facilities
B e

@ Low Bake Oven

New and used spares vast stocks - every
requirement - Panels, Hoods, Carpets, Trim
and all Mechanical Parts. Y NN

Pop in and look around the stores .
Open 6 days - 9-5.30pm Mail order available

® Restorations

@ Insurance Recommended

FTel: O342284 2555 ® MOTesting
Smalifield (nr Gatwick) e Tuning
@ Servicing

@ Mechanical Repairs

e Engine Mods
Stage Tuning

Race Preparation

The Family Business with the Personal Touch.

FOR !“_,01 688 1622
@UOTE’ &= 01 686 7422 /

BOB ROWLAND TRIUMPH
HERALD — VITESSE — SPITFIRE — GT6

PRE M.O.T. undertaken and any repairs including Welding work

Secondhand & New Spares service & Door Restorations
Club Cars always for sale with a limited guarantee and new M.O.T.

For a friendly chat Contact BOB on O 7 3 4 3 28 94 5

Unit 5 Green Acres Farm, Nine Mile Ride,
Finchampstead Reading Berkshire Evenings only 01-561-0671

THE MAGAZINE YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR
COVERING THE COMPLETE
OLD CAR SCENE

i [RRI

n 1968 as a promotional gimmick, Triumph persuaded the Dorset Police force
I to take a pair of Mkll GT6’s - to be used by traffic patrol and driven by W.P.C.'s.
The photograph was taken at the Sports car exhibition at the Pavilion,
Bournemouth where the cars were handed over.

As you can see by the original publicity photos,
the only modifications being the luminated police
sign and blue light which was bolted through the
roof, the police decals to both sides, a police stop
sign on the back, a single driving light on the front
and under the bonnet the twin tone horns.

The car covered 80 - 90,000 miles during it's 3
years service with the police and was sold tc the
Chief Constables secretary.

The car was found last year under a tarpauling
in Groby, Leicestershire, it had been standing for

quite some time. Unfortunately with the N/S door
missing (if anyone has a spare N/S door please
'‘phone Gary on 0533897195). Apart from that it
requires some minor welding and the rest is in fair
condition.

As reported there were 2 cars originaily, if
anyone has any information as to the whereabouts
of the other car | would appreciate hearing from
you.

G. ANSELL
The COURIER
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Spitfire IV/1500 Trunnions .............. £15.00 MOhaIr wvooveveenn... £165.00
Full engine (Recon) Vertical Links ......... £35.00 Tonneau Covers .. £35/£49

1500 .. .. £350.00 ex gga( S?ring 69,00 Stowage Covers ..... £30.00 ‘
1300 ..o, £350.00 ex QNG sioiissivicuios £69. Starter Motor .... £15.00 ex |
Suspension Parts, Bushes

Short Engine (Recon)

= Mountings available. Stainless Steel Exhaust
1500 ..o, £225.00 ex Wheelbearing Kits .. £10.00 Systems 1300 ...... £115.00
1300 .o £210.00 ex 4
X Mild Steel ........ £50/£60.00

Windscreen Seals .. £15.00
Crankshaft D Seal £10.00
(RECon) ............ £70.00 ex 00" S€AS . ~ GT6

; Hardtop Softop Seals.

Oil Pumps ..o £35.00 Full Engines
Water Pumps ......... £22.50 Cables-Handbrake ... £4.00 (Recon) ........... £495.00 ex

£6.00

Engine Parts Available £10.00 Short (Recon) .. £325.00 ex
Clutch Assy 1300 ... £38.50 - 27'50 Oil Pump ..o £35.00
1500 .ooiiiiiiie, £49.50 : Water Pump .......... £26.00
Master Cylinder ..... £33.50 Chassis Frame ..... £450.00 Camshaft (new) ...... £75.00
Slave Cylinder ....... £28.75 Front Vs Valance Cylinder Heads

: ’ . Steel...cooeviiiiiiiiii, £39.00 from ....ooeieiiiinnnn £100.00
Engine S K . 1500 Fibreglass .............. £15.00 Crankshaft New £95.00 ex
Head Gasket Sets .. £17.50 Bonnet Assy
SUMp Sets .v..o....... £7.50 Complete fOM ... £350.00 Clutf:h Assy. ....... £56.00
Radiator Top Panel ........... £150.00 Engine Service Kit . £18.50
(Recon) ............. £60.00 ex I?]“‘:rxy":?‘zz """"" 22(5)88 Head Gasket Set ... £20.00

ner Arches .......... 3

Gearboxes (Recon) Sills from ............... BAEE o R smaees R
frOM avsusemmans £100.00 ex Rear Valance ......... £30.00 Brake Discs ...... £17.50 ea

Overdrive (Recon) £125.00 Rear Wing ...o....... ecgo50 Pads

Propshafts from ..... £25.00  Bootlid Fibreglass Shoes ...

Halfshafts .............. £50.00 Top Quality ............ £60.00 Hoses

Differential Doors from ............. £75.00 Suspension

(Recon) ........... £130.00 ex  Skin .....ccccoevnnnn. £20.00  Vertical Links ......... £35.00
Brake Discs ...... £12.50 ea  Bumpers ......ooooiiii. O.A. - .

PadS ov.ooererrreirens £5.00 e POA. Differental ...... £140.00 ex
ShOes .............. £10.00 set Laurel Transfers ...... £3.00  Bodywork See Spitfire.
Copper B Plpe Kit .. £25.00 Others ...ooovvvvevnennnnn. £2.50 Carpet Set

Flexi Hoses .......... £8.00ea  Carpet Sets (top quality) ............ £65.00
Master Cyls £38.50/£75.00 (top quallty) ............ £55.00 Stainless Steel

Calipers (Recon) £50.00 ex Interior Trim available Exhaust System ... £120.00
Wheel Cylinders ... £9.00  Please Ring Mild Steel .............. £80.00

Steering Rack Door Seal .......... £20.00 pr
(RECON): :evmummiins £30.00 ex  Hardtop (Lenham) £195.00 Send for our full colour
Business Hours g Front Rear Hood Cover Only ... £55.00 catalogue FREE to TSSC
y
8.30am - 5.30pm Monday to Fridays (Y JEgSSUNE S 7. | ShoX ... £15.00 ea  Double Duck ........ £110.00 members

9.00am - 1.30pm Saturdays

Rowes, | | 5 )
4

FAST MAIL/TELEPHONE ORDER IF REQUIRED
The above is only a sample of our wide range of stock items. For full details please
ES send an A4 size SAE or telephone, for 44 page colour catalogue. To place an order,
telephone with credit card details or foward a cheque (please check delivery costs). Lg}
Prices subject to change without notice All prices plus VAT

BROS HEERN

. : ‘/ Catalogues are available for TR7/8 and Stag. Price lists for TR6 and Dolomite Sprint.
HOTLINE + % NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM % «x
 — AVAILABILITY AND PRICES CONFIRMED INSTANTLY
Q a E Rimmer Brothers Ltd, Triumph House, 115 Lincoln Road, Branston, Lincoln LN4 1PX.
Tel: (0522) 791965 (10 lines). Fax: (0522) 794118.
(0522) 791965 022) 1965 10 nes
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PROFILE -

The Vitesse 6 Saloon

by Eddie Evans

t's so easy to dismiss the 1600 Vitesse as simply the "first attempt” at a car
which later gained a high profile in the form of the Mk2.
Even onit's launch in April 1962, anxious observers saw only a Herald with the
unlikely installation of a Standard Vanguard engine. It was some months before
the t'ruth sank in and the balanced integration of Standard Triumph technologies

revealed itself.

The new car was built around the improved Mk2
Herald chassis with it's heavier box sections and
all-important rear bridge member giving increased
rigidity to the drive and suspension. Front end
modifications to the chassis allowed for the installa-
tion of the six cylinder engine and it's overdrive
gearbox.

In it's original Vanguard home, the six cylinder
unit had a capacity of 1998cc, but by reducing it's
bore from 74.7mm to 66.75mm, a more ap-
propriate capacity - or so it seemed at the time -
of 1596cc was achieved. A bonus of this increase
in space around the bores, was improved and in-
dividual cylinder cooling. The original stroke length
remained unaltered at 76mm thereby retaining the
Vanguard crankshaft and connecting rods, while
the rear of the sump pan was raised to clear the
chassis cross-member with an unimportant reduc-
tion in oil reserve.

A cooling system header tank, assisting flow
through the low slung radiator, was mounted

above the twin semi-downdraught Solex carburet-
tors, the latter being inherited from the Vanguard,
as was the "oil bath” air filter mounted beneath
them.

Apart from it's obvious increase in length, the
engine was physically similar to the familiar Herald
mill. It fed into a Herald gearbox casing which hous-
ed close ratio gears acting on a needle rollered
countershaft which replaced the Herald's bushed
shaft.

A stronger clutch failed to eliminate the inherent
bottom gear slip even though the Vitesse ratio
was 20% higher than that of the Herald.

Final drive gears were stock Herald 4.11:1 but,
thankfully, with larger U/J's driving into a superior
- if still lacking - suspension system.

Allied to these improvements was a more effi-
cient braking system by way of larger 8" dia
drums and the introduction of standard 9" dia
front discs.

Increased use of sound deadening material

The COURIER KLY



coupled with the serene smoothness
of an unstressed and naturally in-
balance six cylinder engine put the new
saloon into a class of it's very own.

The effect was further com-
plimented by well known interior
refinements including map pockets
and door cappings, though the admit-
tedly pleasant and tasteful interior,
with it's single Herald-type speedo/fuel
gauge, lacked the instrumentation ex-
pected of a car of such mechanical
quality. It was not until September
1963, seventeen months after it's in-
troduction, that the dash was re-
eguipped to include a smaller speedo
with matching tacho and separate fuel
and temperature gauges.

Herald styling was unigue amongst
the opposition, but the Vitesse rose
distinctively among Heralds.

The new bonnet shape, resting on
twinned headlamps, endowed the
front with a clean, purposeful sugges-
tion of agrression; whilst anodised
bumpers ensured that from all other
angles the car would be recognised as
something more than a Herald.

Those the of
understating the sporting or more
powerful variant of a model range. In-

were days

significant name badges simply read
"Vitesse” in place of "Herald”. That
all changed of course, with the Mk2.
Not so the 1600; it was to be plainly
and simply the refined, upmarket
saloon. Six cylinders was an exciting,
and in this case, affordable luxury
which had hardly been seen in a small
car since the 1930's. It was therefore
apt that the name "Vitesse” should be
brought forward from it's last ap-
pearance on Triumph's sporting
saioons of those same years.

Whilst never being able to emulate
those pre-war beauties, the modern
Vitesse could, nevertheless, match
them on character and driving
pleasure.

It's flexibility and leisurely pulling
power were complimented by the
desirable option of overdrive. The
package made for restful long-haul
motoring, taking advantage of the

larger capacity fuel tank which

The COURIER

encroached the load area.

On lesser trips over winding roads,
those Herald-style seats again lacked
lateral support, a problem which was
worsened by heavier

slow-speed
steering and a more pronounced initial
oversteer.

Such shortcomings in chassis

balance could of course be adeguate-
ly compensated with good use of the
power controls.

The ease of "toe and heeling” and
the rewarding mastery of the "double
de-clutch” into first gear added to the
car's virtues.

CSY 823D

But despite these basic qualities and
potentials the 1600 was not up to
serious competition work. Rallied and
raced in a never over-committed way,
the Vit nevertheless rubbed shoulders
with the best of the day in classics
such as the RAC Rally, the Monte
Carlo and various African desert duals,
It was never fast enough, but then
that was not really the image of the
Vitesse 6.

It is because of this elusive image, or

Clean sculpture at it's best. An outstandingly original example

belonging to lan Robertson of Edinburgh.

The larger fuel tank looks something of an afterthought but
still leaves plenty of space and access.

at least the car's unwillingness to fit
into any particular slot, that it is almost
impossibie to define the market com-
petition. There simply wasn't another
six-cylinder, well-appointed salcon in
it's price bracket. | need my tongue in
cheek to mention that Cortina GT and
Sunbeam Rapier, while Riley 1.5's
were by then, totally outdated. To
find it’s parallel, it is necessary to look
abroad to the Alfa Romeos, the small
BMWs and the more thoroughbred
Lancia Fuilvias.

This tastefully understated badgework was the only
confirmation of the car's technical refinements. (Reversing lamp
1s not original).

Such lack of direct competition may
well have influenced the comparative-
ly enormous sales of the 1600 saloons.
With 22,814 sold, the "6" was by far
the most prolific Vitesse - almost
doubling the number of Mk1 and 2
saloons put together.

Certainly the buying public of the
early '60's did not dismiss the Vitesse
6 as simply “the first attempt” - but
where are they all now?

My thanks to lan Robertson of Edin-
burgh who allowed me to snap CSY
923D at a Scottish steam show last
summer.

Later cars from July 1965 were fitted with Stromberg 150C0D
carburettors with revised, dry air filtters. Power was up by
12bhp.

The later dash, featuring tacho and separate fuel and
temperature gauges was a notable improvement. Ignition
switch is ideally placed for a nervous passenger.

The COURIER F&gs



At a Glance

Engine

Capacity 1596cc

Bore x stroke 66.75mm x 76mm
Compression Ratio 8.75:1

Maximum Power 70bhp at 5000 RPM; Solex
Maximum torque 92lbs.ft. at 2800 RPM
BHP per ton 83.6 (109.9)

Carbs. (82bhp Stromberg Carbs)

Performance
0 - 60 mph
Max speed
MPH/1000 Revs
Standing 1/4 mile
Fuel Consumption

17.1s (15.53)
89mph (91)
20.4 (overdrive top)
21s to 65 mph
24 to 32 mpg

Statics
Weight 18.25 cwt
Weight distribution 54/46% FIR
Tyres 560 - 13 on 35" rims

Optional Extras

Skylight roof
Duotone paint finish

Superior Quality
(@UQC 1z HOODS & CARPETS
SUPPLIERS TO DIRECT FROM THE FACTORY

THE MOTOR INDUSTRY

FACTORY QUALITY HOOD

* H/DUTY PVC ~ Smooth grain black PVC hooding.

* SUPERIOR VYNIDE — Motor Industry Standard grained
vinyl. As used by leading car manufacturers.

- % EVERFLEX — Superior vinyl for all coloured hoods.

As used by Rolls Royce. Available in: white, tan

beige, red. navy, cream, grey, maroon & green.

§ ¢

8 * DUCK — 200z black Duck Cloth hooding.

* Mohair - Motor Industry Standard fabric hooding
used by leading car manufacturers on luxury cars.
Available in; black, brown, beige & navy.

TAILORED TO FIT PRECISELY

Full D.LY. fitting instructions enclosed. | RIDUTY SUPERIOR DOUBLE !
All hoods feature Superior "VYBAK" | MODEL PVC VYNIDE EVERFLEX DUCK MORAIR
windows which will not crack or | Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 (zip window)  £55.70 £71.69 £89.61 £98.44 167.45
discolour. Spitfire Mk3/4/1500 come | Spitfire Mk1/2/3 £47.61 £69.00 £86.25 £98.44 -
with factory fitted fasteners for easy | Herald/Vitesse £51.89 £69.00 £86.25 - -
D.IY. fitting. Stag - - - £114.49 £181.90
TR3-5 £69.55 £90.27 £112.84 £106.32 £190.36
TRG, TR7 £60.99 £80.78 £100.98 £98.44 £167.45
d 'f"ol‘ ‘ NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE FOR URGENT ORDERS. TRADE ORDERS WELCOME. !
‘c’tige e"ghfed | FULL FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT ‘
CAREEL FORGET THE REST! ORDERING IS EASY

WORLD WIDE DELIVERY SERVICE
U.K. £2.95; Europe £15; U.S.A./Can £22; Aus/N.Z. £40

CALL US NOW! 24 HRS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK
ORDER LINE: 051-608 8683

* VELOUR - Smooth velour pile hardwearing carpet with
A” sets based on rot proof latex back. Black ordy.
FACTORY * DEEP PILE - Motor Industry Standard luxury pile
carpet as used by leading car manufacturers.
ORIGINALS Colours: black, brown, beige, blue, red, green, grey, navy.
* ASK FOR DETAILS OF OUR INTERIOR

BELE The COURIER

SOUND DEADENING KIT: FAX: 051-608 0439
Quote Credit Card or cash on delivery (pay Postman)
Model BLACK DEEP SOUND Cheques etc. should be made payable to:
VELOUR PIE  DEADENNG | b0 o Auto Trim Prod Ltd
Spitfire 10 pee £3555  £47.66 £22.50 restige Auto Trim Products Ltd.,
STG IIGSI foe . gz-gg Eiéé? g‘;gg 3 Prenton Way, Nth Cheshire Trd Est.
erald/Vitesse 4 pce . . . - .

Stag 11 pee £a455  £3729 £2920 Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 3DU. 7
TR4I5/6 15 pce £3555  £47.66 £22.50 ALL UK. PRICES SUBJECT TO 15% VAT
TR7 7 pee £26.55  £3803 £19.50

MANV-ERS

THE NUMBER ONE TRIUMPH PARTS
SPECIALIST IN SUFFOLK
Spitfire, GT6, Vitesse, Herald 2000, 2500, 2.5pi

Our comprehensive new stock covers all body
and mechanical items. This is complemented by
our usual supplement of top quality used parts.

Fitting service available on all spares supplied

TRIUMPH SPARES

LE q Telephone: (0284) 828674 for parts and advice

The COURIER
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Specialists in

Older Vehicle Restoratin

L

ARCH 197
PREBEND GARDENS
CHISWICK
LONDON W4 1TN
* SPECIAL OFFERS %

Servicing CLUB CARS
4cyl. £40.00 6c¢yl. £50.00
+ Parts Used + VAT
Full suspension rebuilds
Chassis repaired to MOT standards
Universal Joints replaced
Full restorations undertaken
Insurance recognised repairer
* FREE ESTIMATES x
Complete repair service for all Club cars from
an accident repair to a full restoration

10% Discount to all Club Members

01-994-3395

BTl The COURIER

n May 1987 | stated in an article in The Courier, " There’'ll always be a Triumph

in my garage’. What did | do a month later? Sold my Club car! You know the

way it is, unable to put up with driving along to a chorus of clonking, donking
and rattling noises from my rapidly deteriorating Spitfire. Convinced that the
monumental scuttle shake would eventually break the car in half. Hours spent
rebuilding the rear suspension only to hear that familiar clunking sound return after
a week. "It'll just have to got”

Strangely, the people who came to see it weren't put off by this but a quick look at the broken wreck
that they arrived in showed why. So off it went. My beloved car - gone. Then the doubt. Every person
| seemed to speak to asked, "Didn't you used to have a Vitesse/Spitfire? ... lovely car ..... collectors item
..... used to own one myself ..... wish I'd nevr sold it ..... Why did you ever part with yours?” etc., etc. Slowly
it dawned on me - | had to get another Club car!

| re-joined the Club in 1989 and frantic saving/visits to the bank raised the necessary cash and the search
was on! | visited numerous heaps, rusted-out, broken, dying and shattered cars in my search for a nice Vitesse
convertible. Enthusiasm waned as | trudged away from sagging, wilting junk, wishing 1 lived ‘Down South’
where the classifieds are peppered with pristine, concours cars. Of course, there were lovely cars but | usuailly
got there just as the buyer was driving off! Attention inevitably was turned to other makes and | nearly
bought a £3,000 MG Roadster that seemed very clean. But on the test drive ..... where was that “straight
six ! pulling power? Where was the back seat? The classic wooden dashboard with its chrome instruments?
No, it would have to be a Triumph otherwise | would be living in constant regret, green with envy at every
Vitesse that | saw. '

At this point | would like to offer my own interpretation of some of the adverts | responded to:

that it won't need any work, I told myself. Farmous last
ADVERTISED TRUE CONDITION words! The past two months have seen me‘!{/ing’under the
Superb Good car soaked in Waxoy!l, struggling to make the £117 carpet
Excellent Quite Good set look as though it was worth the money, scouring the
Good Poor classifieds for rare parts and embarking on’ major repair
Solid Rough operations in the early hours of the morning. Added to this,
Regs TlLC/work Shattered my girlfriend moans that she doens't see me as much and
Regs rebuild Derelict my car cover still hasm't arrived! However, it's SO much fun

. and infinitely better than owning a facel tin't that
Eventually | loacted a MKkl in excellent condi- ne intiniely 'ng es;; m, O? .a

. , . bores you to death and loses money every minute of its life.
tion but don't ask me how much it cost or my

Well, now there's a Triumph back in my garage and it's
great, even though | can often be found sitting bolt upright
bought my first Herald but three of them have |, ped at 3 am thinking about the fact that the bonnet
since owned one!). - Ah yes, this car is so good  doesn’'t fit, or the clutch cylinder is leaking, or whatever!

friends will laugh at me (ke they did when |

The COURIER -]




CLUB

TSSC OFFICERS 1990

Technical 4 Cylinder:

Carl Heinlein

Technical 6 Cylinder:

Peter Gidden

Herald 948/1200
Chris Longhurst

Herald 13/60

Dave Beardsley

Spitfire MkI/1/1I
Nick Lord

Spitfire MkIV/1500

John Thomason

Vitesse 1600/Mkl/II
Andy Bonner

GTe /11711
Chris Chadwick
Bond

Peter Jacklin
Specials
Dennis Graves
Trevor Collett

Amphicar
David Chapman

Holly Corner, Willow Park, Croespenmaen, Newbridge, Gwent NP2 1XX
Telephone (0495) 247798 between 6-7pm only

Flat 4, 23 Manor Park, London SE13 5QZ
Telephone 01 463 0357

24 The Lea, Fleet, Hants GU13 8AU
Telephone N/A

12 Falstone Green, Wigmore Park, Luton Beds LU2 9TT
Telephone (0582) 416684

16 Saddington Road, Smeeton Westerby, Leics. LES 0QS
Telephone (0533) 792810

154 Coleford Bridge Road, Mytchett, Camberley, Surrey GU16 6DS
Telephone N/A

47 Brambly’s Close, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 1UP
Telephone N/A

45 Angelica Gardens, Burnett's Lane, Horton Heath, Eastleigh SO5 7PA
Telephone (0703) 601164

76 Five Arches, Orton Wistow, Peterborough PE2 0FQ
Telephone (0733) 232818

13 Austin Close Irchester, Northamptonshire NN9 7AX
Telephone (0933) 313166

14 Lodge Road, Fetcham, Surrey KT22 9QY
Telephone (0372) 376661

5, Sheringham Road, Worcester WR5 3RA
Telephone (0905) 763192

Competition Secretaries

Tony Lindsay-Dean

Neil Sleighthoim

International Liaison
Leoen Guyot

Events & Equipment

Jonty Wild

Archivist & Librarian

Mike Costigan

Show Car Register

Dennis Benson

Area Liaison
Mike Crewes

EEEF The COURIER

42 Gladstone Ave, Feltham, Middx TW14 9LL
Telephone (01) 890 6777

45 Chellew Road, Tregolls, Truro, Cornwall TR1 1LR
Telephone (0872) 71361

5 Kenilworth Ave, Wimbledon, London SW19 7LN
Telephone 01-947-7659

13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN
Telephone (0462) 456315

‘Dumble Rise’ 38 Ridgeway, Southwell, Notts NG25 0DU
Telephone (0636) 814050

‘Courier Cottage,” 78 Barley Mow Ln, Catshill, Worcs B61 OLP
Telephone (0527) 77059

112 Blackmoor Wood, North Ascot, Berks SL5 S8EM
Telephone (0344) 885541

SERVICES 1990

CLusOcFrFicE

The following services are available from the Club Offices

TSSC MEMBERSHIP £21.00 UK £22.00 EUROPE £25.00 OVERSEAS
RENEWALS UK £19.00 EUROPE £22.00 OVERSEAS £25.00

TSSC REGALIA - MAGAZINE BACK ISSUES
TSSC INSURANCE INFORMATION PACK

121B St Mary’s Road, Market Harborough, Leics LE16 7DT
T eilephonmne (O858) 34424

TSSC SPECIAL OFFERS - 0462 456315

Tssc INSURANCE
QUOTATIONS — FOOTMAN JAMES & CO 021 561 4196 (ask for TSSC Insurance)
VALUATION SERVICE — PAM GRIFFITHS 0245 443152

Tssc HANDBOOK
JONTY WILD — 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN 0462 456315

Tssc Vipbeo LiBrRARY
STEVE LOVE — 19 Roughmoor Cresent, Taunton, Somerset TA1 1EU 0823 333212

Tssc Srecial OFFERS
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB 13 Common Rise, Hitchin, Herts SG4 OHN 0462 456315

RAcC SCHEME
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB — 121B St Mary’s Road, Market Harborough LE16 7DT

Macazine Cory DaTE

All magazine material must be received by the 15th of the month prior to month of publication
TSSC PO BOX 28 Market Harborough LE16 7FX - FAX 0858 31936

Tssc AcCCoOuNTs
BILL SUNDERLAND CLUB MANAGER — Send to Club Office

Tssc PusLic RELATIONS

PETER WILLIAMS — 10 Chesham Rise, Cherry Lodge, Northampton 0604 405416

Tssc TrRADE ADVERTISING
TRIUMPH SPORTS SIX CLUB — 0858 32110 FAX 0858 31936

CLUB SERVICES 1990




